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From the hot dog stand to the cheese pull, The second half of the ultimate topping
our Pizza Pickle Relish adds a zesty tang . combination for the spicy pizza lover.
that cuts through the grease perfectly .
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Handcrafted. Artisan. Unforgettable.
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Born from generations of Italian baking tradition,
Grissini’s artisan breadsticks are crafted using
a legendary sourdough starter perfected
over 40 years. Every breadstick delivers
authentic flavor, delicate crunch, and
premiuvm quality designed for the

finest hospitality experiences.
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a simple breadstick into a préemium culinary statement.
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TOGETHER, WE CAN DEFEAT THE
FAR-LEFT LIBERAL MEDIA.
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Disclaimer

The views and opinions expressed in the articles or Interviews published in this magazine are solely those of the respective authors and do
not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Capitol Times magazine, its editors, or its staff. The authors are solely
responsible for the content of their articles.

The magazine strives to provide a platform for diverse voices and opinions, and we value the principle of firee expression.

The magazine assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of the articles. In no event shall the Capitol
Times magazine be liable for any special, direct, indirect, or incidental damages.

Furthermore, the inclusion of advertisements or sponsored content in Capitol Times magazine does not constitute an endorsement or
guarantee of the products, services, or views promoted by the advertisers. Readers are encouraged to conduct their own research and
exercise caution when making decisions based on advertisements or sponsored content featured in this publication.

Thank you for reading and engaging with our publication. Your feedback is valuable to us as we continue to provide a platform for
thought-provoking content and diverse perspectives.




Editor’s Note

The American Dream Endures

America has never been defined by comfort or convenience. It has been
defined by courage, faith, hard work, personal responsibility, and the
belief that every individual—regardless of where they begin—has the
opportunity to build a better future. That enduring promise remains the
foundation of the American Dream.

This issue celebrates that spirit through the remarkable story of Richard
Xia, whose journey from humble beginnings to entrepreneurial success
reflects the determination, perseverance, and vision that continue to
shape our nation. His story reminds us that success is earned through
sacrifice, resilience, and an unwavering commitment to excellence.

We also examine some of the most important national conversations
facing America today. From the continuing debate over election integrity
and the SAVE Act to the growing discussion surrounding socialism,
communism, and the future direction of the United States, our goal is to
provide thoughtful reporting and informed perspectives on issues that
matter to our readers. At Capitol Times Magazine, we believe a free
press carries both freedom and responsibility. Our mission is to highlight
the people, ideas, and principles that strengthen America while
encouraging respectful dialogue about the challenges ahead. Whether
covering public policy, business leadership, faith, or the values that have
guided this nation for generations, we remain committed to independent
journalism and meaningful storytelling.

The American Dream is not merely a chapter in our nation's history. It is
a living promise that continues to inspire entrepreneurs, workers, A '] % -
veterans, families, immigrants, and every citizen striving to build a n 1 & n "" "1 r
better tomorrow. Protecting the freedoms that make that dream possible FEditor-In-Chie I,n'

is a responsibility shared by every generation.

Thank you for your continued support of Capitol Times Magazine. We
are honored to have you as part of our growing readership across the
United States and beyond. We hope this edition informs, inspires, and
renews your confidence in the enduring strength of the American
Dream.
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Capitol Times Magazine offers unmatched access to Washington, DC’s most
influential audiences.

Why Choose Us?

with a sample ad tailored to highlight our strengths:

Ty

1. Targeted Reach to Power Players : We deliver directly to policymakers, decision-
makers, lobbyists, and VIPs in Washington, DC.

2.High-Impact, Engaged Audience: Our readers are affluent, educated, and influential,
actively seeking insights and opportunities in the nation’s capital. Your ad connects
with a captive audience that values quality and relevance.

3. Cost-Effective Advertising: Even a small ad delivers big results due to our hyper-focused
distribution and premium readership. Maximize your ROI with a platform designed for

influence.

Your Brand. Their Power.

Reach DC’s policymakers, lobbyists, and VIPs with Capitol Times
Magazine. Your ad connects with the nation’s decision-makers.
Influence the influencers. Advertise Today!
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A Capitol Times
Inlerwiew

with

RICHARD XIA

*

Vision shapes history. Throughout the modern era, the world's greatest
innovators have transformed ambitious ideas into projects that redefine
how people live, work, and build for future generations. Richard Xia
belongs to that tradition of visionary leadership.

As President of Da Vinci Development Group (DVDG), Founder of
EcoVerve Energy Solutions, President of Fleet Financial Group, and
Board Director and Senior Partner of Xingchuan Open-ended Fund
Company, Richard Xia has dedicated his career to advancing large-scale
urban development, clean energy, intelligent infrastructure, aerospace
mobility, and Al-powered agriculture. His interdisciplinary background
spans architecture, civil engineering, industrial management, financial
economics, economics, and computer information systems, bringing
together engineering precision with long-term strategic vision.

P\

Over more than two decades, Richard Xia has led projects across the United States, the Middle East, Africa,

and Asia, developing concepts that integrate smart cities, net-zero energy systems, vertical farming,

intelligent transportation, sustainable architecture, and next-generation infrastructure. His work reflects a

commitment to combining technological innovation with environmental responsibility while addressing the

challenges of rapid urbanization, energy security, and economic development.

Among his signature initiatives is HuaXia Celestial City, a comprehensive vision for future urban ecosystems

that integrates artificial intelligence, clean energy, advanced agriculture, and intelligent infrastructure into a

unified development framework. His organizations are also advancing projects involving vertical bio-farms,

urban air mobility, distributed clean energy systems, and smart city technologies designed to support more

resilient and sustainable communities.

This exclusive Capitol Times interview is not about Richard Xia's businesses or development

projects. Instead, it offers readers a rare look into his personal life—his upbringing, family,

values, struggles, inspirations, and the life experiences that shaped his American Dream.

1 5 Capitol Times Magazine
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QUESTION 01

Richard, thank you for joining Capital Times for thic exelusive interview. Milltons of people see swecess, bur very few
kemtore the wory bebind i e fike to begin ar the very beginning. Richard, every exiraordinary fowrney begine
somewhere, Take i back to yowr childbood. What war life ke growing np, wlar kind :_I,I"_,f&mi{;l surronnided you, and

wihel are he mmmmr:_fmnr thare carly years thar continge fo ihape _}u.rrr.l'sﬁ foelay?

& RICHARD XA = arons

[ weas bbessed with a besuciful childlwsod, and 1 was the eldest child
in my Fanily. From El1r1r51liliil‘l5.. ny mather |:t|1urﬂ] alimast all of
her energy, imagination, and love into raiting me. Only o,
looking back 33 3n adule and 35 3 parens, do | wnadersrand che wcale
of what she gave.

She laver nobd me thar even while the was pregnant, shespent a grean
deal of dme reading novels and beawdful works of Weiem
ligerarure. Peghaps those vones were the first mutic my mind ever
hesrd = the rls_:,'rlun af |.1ng|.uy r.f.1|:_l'|i:1gI e rll.mqlgli iy mather
before | had even entered the world,

Abrer [ was boen, the moticed very ur[:_-' ghac [ seemed o think in an
unusual way. | showed 3 srong memory, an instinot for logicl
refanionahip, and a sensitiviey 1o language. When [ was only twooor
three years old, she began reading to me conseantly. She scarcled
loacl bwonkscores and !:Lfg:-: naciomd booksoores For every childsen's
baok she could find. Might after night, before 1 wenr o slegp, she
sar beeshde mee and opened anocher warld,

Tir 3 snalll child, chose evenings fele simple: my mocher was beside
e, 3 boak was open, and the whole world wat afe, Bur today |
realuze that she wat doing Far more than reading storics. She was
Iuilding el architecture of oy mind.

She gave me language before [ underitond che power of linguage.
She gave me imagination before [ knew imagination could become
invendion. She gave me the .:|.1i|ir_!.' v oz things inwa n‘"}' before they
cxived phycally - 3 capacicy thar lier became essentiz] go my worl:
15 3 dedpner, engineer, developer, and enrepreneur

By the timee | entered the tuoer sua, an cardy-childhood mursery,
couhd already read wlsole books abouid, word by word. [ would sie
amwong, the cdher children and cell them stories. In many ways, thae
wis chie hurg'tnuiug -nFm:." life 3% 3 pl.llﬂ't{ 1.|1¢:|L'¢r. From Fu':-u;luml
and  kindergarien,  theough  school,  university,  busines
presencations, and evenoaally major ED-g fundraising ceremonies, |
wis dhways conifortable seamding before people and communicating
an idex. Long before | ever sddressed bankers, invesoors, engineers,

ar public officials, [ had practioed before an audience af childoen.

f‘;[:,- TETHEY slsc d-:whpn:l ina way thar hzs remained wich me
throughout my life. | do mor always remember informasion as a
sequence of kerers or numbers. 1 often remember It as 2 complete
[ricture
cupresibons, amd degails

a liwing image contsining relationships, positions,

16 | Capitol Times Magazine

Yesrs Lcer, dﬂring my docgoral  sodies im0 MNew Yogk, a2
management-science professar conducted an experiment in class.
He briefly projeceed a muatrix of information and then oovered it
afer nnl].' 3 Fewe segnnds. There were Four studens in the class, and
he asked each of us o reconserect whar we had seen.

To e crycne 5 srerpriee, f dtd aldr ra ='-c:|!||'-c".'||': r ARl EUCry

ernd
When the profeios 2ilied how [ had done it | expliined thae | lad
it memarized the infemuation one symbol at a tme. | had stoned
the engine matnis a2 3 picture. Two dasunaees felt diar thas gave me
an unfair advantage, and they complained dhat eesiing memaory in
this way was disriminawey because my  mid  progesssd
informacion differemty.

In the mext class, the profewsor spoke with calmneis and dignicy. He
explained char he was responsihle for seaching the class and had o
be allowed 1o teach in che way e bebieved would help susdenes
learn.

I still reneomiber that momente. [e was oot merdy an interesting
dassraom story. It rensinded nse chat peaple do not all chind: in the
sz way, and thar diffesence should not sutemaceally be rreated as
wrnl'ug‘dning. Somerimes the ].1h|i|:|' thiar makes 3 persmn wnusal is
the sanwe alality st allows char person o create womcthing
umsual,



CAPITOL TIMES

THE AMERICAN DREAM EDITION
AUGUST 2026 - Vol . 2 Issue 38

Bisclaw | [r lallgn; wacat [l p LR p g e B

SR T

slmaoat ax live picures. | remember what wan sabd, where poople

how they cxprowsed themsdves, and what positionn

they ook

Soemerimes this abdlity B o pibc. Somerimes i B

|;'|.5‘-J:'.l\.!':..c_ -;'\'rl;.,::'[\ WA e 11-'1_- :J‘l:.' EFV L ._|-:':_.'; IE'-; Boinbiniy ol
f

4 (TR rhat rernsdnn vivkd =y my enarsd, Bar | Lo WhETE

that gift began: beside my mother. with an open book

“ st : ik J!"-\.".:‘. WATH TEAf ..'\.-\.! .r ik ;l!n:':.: !'I'!.'-J.:'.-! ROCK B 3
comtruction sise where work had stopped. A secarity woman

. book mw key, and cooitod me home. | was torridied. |

TLBO OOMTEITHARGD S

1 4 scriows offernae that my parenty

T

-r'\.:'-;,!-i;:'\.

drowam, Ther dhe

Ju.:'.‘l-l-.“'. W RS

l!ixil\:.

"-11 [ | -\.I-‘.":{'.' ] jl\.LnE_ '."‘ :"'.' -\.‘E -

sen him and cwoort him bosse §

L WAy

| | ol =_E !!'.: soCEnDY WS S (= Tidnsn il I‘E-:.' T,
£ she hod mo anower. My mother fold ber that anneccsiarily

f conald beave 3 f;-.r::'.g povchodogrical woasnd, Then

seposnabiiey, She wan sk

REENE, I'CEF WA N O

aak: Wi anvone harmed* Was anything damaged® Whae is the peal

purpaee of the nude? I there o better way?

That kewson became part of my appeoach to innovation. [ leamed

D0 00 O0EPT how it s ahwrys been done”™ 53 the

anawer. | kamed o cxplore the outer boundary of what was

et sbngrucd I archapeonene,

PSP

engincering,. finance, and development. thar willingnes to think
detterently sllowed me vo combine disciplines 2nd create sodutions

il by conasdened irmgeoasibe

it oy in

WRRDad, oF 10

rst foundation was ever poured. It began with a

began before dhe

:.I:!I\: i'\.'l i.1.'|.'.!'n: }‘:.-. ::u'!.:"_' ¥, BRIETISRP LD '\.:.'.’:."\..!'\l\.!-\.ll:'l. \:..:'l'“
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Parents often shape our character long befare we realize it Tell s about your motier and father. Wihat values, sacrifices,
and life lessons did they pass om to you, and bow de these levons continme to influence yosur decisions v a businesonan, a

Sfather, and & leader?

® RECEHARD NS0

My mother was hke an angel in my childhood.

She almoar never punished me. The only deme the fele she had no
chodce were when | placed myself in real physical danger - dimbing
s chimney, sanding nesr the ourer edge of a high omsce, or
swimming i places that were not meant for swimming. In those
moments, her fear 55 3 mother overcame ber genidenes, snd she
would sk my Facher o give me 3 serious keson,

But oven then, | understand now that it was nover anger. It wan
termor - the terror of 3 mother imagining thar she might kose her
child

Her devotion was expressed not through grand sporches, but
through thowands of small sserifices. During my school vears, she
woutld ride her biorde for approsimately rwo hours round-erip
from her workplse o our home w she could prepare 2
homemade hunch for the family. Then the wonld roum 1o works

' Sk dicd phais day after day

As a child, | saw hench on the table. | did not ser the distance she
had travded, the chation in bo kg the tme dhe had
smrendered, or the weather she had ridden dhrough. Childoeen
often reccive love without undentanding it oot Only when we
bocorme oldor do we begin to caloulate the milo

My mother nsgh me that bove b not merdly 20 cmotion, Love b
work. Lowve is repevition. Love b doing something difficulr for
another person so consttently that, o them. it boging o B
nanural.

She abeo caughe me o give everyrhing | oould vo vhaonse wiho orsesd
me. She belioved that genuine swlflesnes could make 3 peruon
almost “unconquerable under heaven” - not becauee no one could
stk you, bur becaune fear and sclfishnes would no longer
ponerel your decisdons.

.'..r. _'...'l'-l'lll..:;-u.ll A" 1N ..'.l'r'f.i.l"."il"..'

posertal vy

He was an exersordinanily tlented engineer and a orue workahaolic.
He belicved that porforming his work o the highot posaible
stanedind was alrmost & ssered dury. He often ket for work bofone
duwn and sosmctiemes did ot renern until sfver midndght. Thene
were periods when | barcly saw him,

18 | Capitol Times Magazine

As a child, | somctimes felt his absenoe. As an adule, | came o
understand thar his absenoe wast b 3 form of wacrifice. He was
carrving the responaibility of providing For ohe Family and
honoring the work entnusted o him.

I remsemiber keaming in dementary school the Famous. story of an
Armcrican engineer who wat callod oo disgrose 3 problom in g very
lorge General Blooric muchine. The engineer sudied dhe
equipment and pliced 2 smoll chalk mark ax the precise kocation
wiiere the repalr was nooded. He chargod Sao,000.

When people comphiined dhar 2 single chalk mark could mot
poaibly be worth thar amount, be explained that the chalk mark
itself was worth one dollar; knowing exactly where o place it was
worth 3009

l I excitenlly tald my father thais oy,

His response was completely characeerioic of him. He said, "What
i 50 extrsordinary abowt that? [ can do the same ching on an even
Lurger machine.”

He weis not bossting in the ondinary senie. He genuincy beliored
thar mustery came from iotsl dedicacion. To him, cxpertie meant

coihd sosbee what appeared impossible to overyone dhe.
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That besson staved with me. In development, the mos valuable
u'nllhhl;_l‘.h-'h i e .ﬂ'n';'rl. Il‘H_- il 111:14; A, 5-I-l'r.-|:|1|1|;1 L[]
regogn keing whete 1o sguine Linad, Baovw o poakcion 3 I.'m:'l-!:frp,
how o combine functions, how (o resonaciene ﬁmn—.‘mj;. o how
ur chumge one design deciuon that rranderma the coonomio. of an
entine projo

The vadue is ot in making 3 mark. The value is in knowing whene

the murk belong.

My parents aho tught me coursge through ther own bifc
wogether. My mother's family opposed their marrisge. so after
gradusting from colkege. my parents left their bometown and
traveled Far away to begin again in a place where they had no
catablihed foundastion.

,._,'.'..a ¥ f 5

Their story gave mc an almost instinotive optimism about going
soemewhere unfamiliar and beginning from nothing. When [ Luter
traveled thousands of milss from China o the Unioed Seaes, wan
continuing a pamcy they had aleeady bogun in another Porm.
They had caoght me thar home s not only the place where you
were born. Somctimer bome & the plac two poople oreste
theough coursge. kvalty, and work

I These Levsons deeply thaped the way I approached buine

Whon | entcred dhe EB5 fidd. 1 undorssond thar imnmigramt
Envcsnors were nuot opdinary linancial inemors. Many were placing
2 major portion of their family svings into a project while alio
placing thor immigration futune in the hands of poople they
burcly kncw, | belicovod the peofest spomsor should canry the
greaneit barden, nos the immigrant family.

Thun is why [ iried vo design my peoject differendy. [ invessed my
ovany capetal beiore kg othors to beliove, [ rclicd on 2 verekcally
inccgrared development and consanacrion veam with whom [ had
worked for MUY VeI I chavie ma oiv 2w Emry l:‘-g'in.m.:! CETILET TN
spomsod anickiod thind-parry peogoces thar | coasld not dérocely
conerol. | worked 1o reduce unneocsany Lavers ol ﬁm:'n..'m_.: xrd
professions] coses thar could erode profecy vabue. | wansed dhe
undcrlving real cstane and dewclopment work 1o peotoa the
'hmn'.i;um raamailie, rather thue sMow i.n_.: thze .,'J.p:iu] 1 Beogurae
the firs snd casics money wcrifived when difficuliies srose.,

Mot every decisdon [ made was undorwocd by owniders. Some of
the methods | used wore unconventional bocause [ was trying w
g |m~!:&m1 thur codyvenschoei] amecrudes had nog sodvexd, Hag
the prindpl ame derecely From my mother: when peole I

WML, VR TS 5'.“"- themi n‘-cnthlng SOHLE N
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From my fither came the woond prindple whatever you
wencherrake, undersoandg it d,-q'-]'r xmd perr'mn Bt oo ohee lL'E‘th‘I:

wrandard wou can reach.

As a butinewman, those besions tell me that capatal is never jase a
number. Bohind monor arc famibcy, years of labor, docam, and
st

Ax 5 Farher, |Zh:_1. reminad e thut haldien TRV Fu hﬁm.rd.i.nrb_-'
uncheritand oo sacrifiors, st a5 [ did not inigially undorszand the
miles my mother traveled or the nighs my fither worked, Bue
they will evenvmeally remsember the cusmple

F._ ¢ ' § | . - N r
FTENT B & LSRN, § ST SO 8Ty DOy ARy e I hlld L=

Tng«:ﬂ::f, lh-q. r_mgi'.l: e thur I.r.u.!-e-r-.."::p e 1:.|.r:d=1;¢ sbwwie
others. It s canrying more weight wo thar the people who crussed

vou do not have to canry it alone.
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My mother gave me the heart o profect ped ',“Ir{.

my father gave me the discipline to master different work.

20 | Capitol Times Magazine
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Family relationsdsips aften define whe we become. Tell v about your brothers and sers. What wa i like grosing sp
topriher, sobul memorics sand ont the most, and bose baoe those relationdps rnﬂnrl:[r.-:lrlmr_,iorrm? throwugh ﬁ;,l';'."

" RPCHARD NLA -

I buawe ome womger sbster, Bousr weam vounger thao me

Her e shmout caded bortly afics |I-r|:_.|:| When whe wai butm, e
bevamee extremely illl - wn wrbounily ol than he !'h'ﬂilcl.:: J;rl.-n!lr.]. tir Bave
cibunnbed 1he svailald: -|I|'|I.'\1-r.l\.
||.‘|-"-'|-nl_u: of irmdotsoms] Chimew belu] medsens Found 5 trestment
thist helped sawe her

]'1'r|-.lu.l.':1. 5 chicf doceor with

Becimiie ihe bl come w0 dose o demb, oy el e ke &
|':1-|'-\.I|"|'~|:|:-\.!|='| whisn o d-l:!‘l"l rocaed in oy idenainy. They vold me
thiat || mmst abwas talor core of moy sister andd prosect her

Wi arended the same chnsmiany school. Bocassr dhe was bowr yoers
woumge, har clyssoy. sommctinecs onded bafone mine. She woulkd oo 1o
my clesuroom and it with me end | hinishaod. 1 cn sall pionane har there
- 2 umalll Jhald .;l,:lclh' wIng boaede baor obdor berother, .\.l"'l'llil-\:{ll_‘.."l.'

ceriaz that she 'HJI.LI::E'-n.:'.IH’!“JI.l,!WH!

Wheroror she wont, @ whe onsesmntoned 2 protsom, | wan the poreen vhe
callod | ericd ma stand il front of whatorer Erightonad o preubliod bher
When | ;r.ldl:l:n! Beiren -|.|1':|-:!¢: sl ks W pecur (F %
..l\.l!:qb:-.lld'.:l'.'l.mln enamimunion, | becsme ke |.-r|"\-l-ﬂ.|'.' TR | I‘:n::'r-:.!
ey srndy amd biner comtinsed !'.:!r!:"; with o laid ol et ey
STt R

Ome of my Ravorine memsorices is from when | was lesming o ride &
Isiopcie. She was vher firm pereon willing o sin o the bad

I weis aell L'Jl:l'__."_ [ wean maot Fully analde. | comald huve Gllon, Vet e
ihmbad oate the beovcle becanee Jdee bebeved bae Beother svnald carew
eew aafely.

|.'|‘".|-|-|__..,-'."...-\.|! miw e, mainy ;-ﬂ.l-|.l;n: huive evilusted me afecd S xie

h-n.l.':l."llélthliltl":l.h priomiule, credenials, o ]l-\lﬂl'lh My isier bebievend i s
bctore there wan asvithing 1o cvaluate. She tnsted me while the biopdke
wrih #uill weod t-!:l"._q

For many years, | believed my pole wn 1o protect bher. Bun [Be has o
bscautiihe] way of rovordng ithe roypensilslinies we think are pormanaon
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Adecr e came i the Ulnatnd Saaten, v h.:l'lv.]. [ Ty Y |.'|"_|r|.-|;_
i-:::«.dn ool Emiriafaei oo Lin sy, Sl cq-:.u!:'i Il".l-q:_;"l the !-.1-.5 i
legal snd regulmory conllio, the rematned sable snd ssppomive. She
!1::[;1.1." e, '|IJ'r1"\.1-.I."J wmid pepderly, i EAVE & |.l1_h.: o exusiiodsl
cernaEny when s musch sround ws felt wnoerraing

She did meo meeed v malke grand declerstions. Her presemoe ot said, "1
e il eve. | szilll kmowr wribo youw sre.”

lrnl-'nL—.:; g with mv dabcd I.1:,.-_.L.'. e Lhal jretoing arwrthier ]
i Dmtwrmnss @ wetide of |"_|H-=|:u. Whsern | comsld v 5 pecliden for ber,
el ey snsdy, or muke her feed secare, 1| ofvem feln huppier than when 1

schieved something for movseli.

Ower gimne, tha insding eppasded beyond my immediane (ewily. I
intflsemord how | thowght showt imveson, cmplopos, commenites,
dities, anad evennmally the funore of hamaniny. | began o belleve than che
highersr pranpose of insclligenor or scoess s nes siply w0 devate omesl
I8 i o crowts Eroator saboty, opporisnity. sndd happinos lor othare

B , r i
i) £F i o i i L i ¥

Whan =y ware young. 1y parcmbs Gokd e b prodoct my Rk sor
bocawss by bile had ot bspem |rlF|L;

Beie ..‘h_nn_.;, the namoest datliouh i!.'ll-\.l-nll of imy own Be, when my
oonlidnoe, work, and honsre were baing vested, she becamme o of the
P protocLing m

Oy Leter Jid | eeadine thon we hud beon T L o adsod e w Bl

meniber of un weld huve ool I!I".l-q__nh hte lowse
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Every immigrant has a story thar beging with bope, sncertainty, and cosrage. Walk s throsgh your josrney to America
Whar inspired you to come, what challenpes did you encounser during those carly days, and whas kept your dream alive

* RECHARD MR 5N

1 did not come to the United States merely to change my addren,
1 came bocause | wanted o enlarge what 1 could understand -
and. dhrough thar understnding. enlarge whar [ might one day
build for the world.

My cducation began in archivecture and civil engineering. | then
studied industrial mansgement in China. Thoe discipline: taught
But s | studicd development and indusery. 1 came to realise that
buildings and infrasnscure do ot exint in olation. They are
shaped by capial, markers, public policr. human incentives, and
economic cydes. A technically excellent progoct can saill Fail if che
financial ssructure is wrong. A brillkant social vision may romain
only 2 drawing if no onc undenunds how o finance and
e .

I became convinoed thar economics and finance were exsenial if |
wuly wanted w change the workd.

l That concrction Led mr to America

1 sl remcenber my visa Encorviow an the United Seates Consulie
in Shanghai. The via officer looked st my background in
engincering and archizecrure and asked why [ wanued o pursse
economics, which appeared so different from my peevious sadies.
1 eold her th the Uniocd Stasci had the mint advanood coonomic
mucroeconomics, and the financial srtems that influence the
entire world. | explained that if | wanted 1o understand how large
idess heooame real, 1 nevded o soady those systems ax heir higheu
level

l S oomilead anid iered wyy viza

l Thas il spemed 4 doar thar dhvenped my [ife.

I came e che Unised Seaees with full schalarhip support and
puarised doctoral soady in ecomomics. Later, 13 sevhnology began
waniforming cvery induury, | undoriood thar computer
information syscms would beoome snother cssendal Lingusge off
the futare, | continued my docroral soudics im New York in chat
Fichd as woell.
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The chullenge was not simply mustering new scsdemiic subjecrs. e
ncw life in a2 country where | had no established profenional
idengicy. | had to keam new instinutions, busld relationships from
the beginning, and prove that 2 person trained in onc field could
crow into another without kving depth.

I Arclstectsre taught me bo fmugine gpace.
I Ciril empincering taspln wr how plrysical rystemy prard

I Tndurisd marapement sosphe me bowe srganizarion

famrion,

I Econcemics awel firance tamghy me bose resesroc meer.

Compater information fyitemes tasght me bow data,
rahdqr.dimﬂrﬂ:m{mrnw}fﬁqg:

mind, howerer, they wore piooet of onc fsnure.,

Thae belich kepr my decam alive. Whenever the rosd soomed
wngersin, [ reminded myself thar | was not collecring degrees for
prostige. | was ssemsbding the intclloonal tools roquired to become
& moe master developer - someoone capable of undentanding a
construction, operation, and long.-term wodial impact.

Years later, when people in the Middle Exst asked me how
someone ooubd be oraimed o become 3 maser developer, | vold
them that no single disdpline was enough. A person must
dimensdons together. Otherndae, imporesnt decidons are made too
Late - afeer dhe design has aleesdy oreated financial problems, or

Today, that samc intcedinciplinary journcy shapos my vision for
integrated urban sgriculiure and not-sere development. | imagine
vertical farming swstoms that can produce many times mone food
per unit of lind while reduding ransporation, chemical
dependeoncy. encngy wase, and environmental harm. | imagine
produce food, consoree emorgy, reoke  resouroes,  suppont
commisnitcs, and improve haman heilthe
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Chinag gave me an enginceting foundation, oulnoral depeh,
discipline, and repect for thousands of yean of accumulised
wradiem

Armerica £Ive mMmE MiEW WD sdvanced  evonomi; 1}!n.ﬂ_':¢|‘.':|.
irchmdogy, open inguiry, and the noedom o comibkine fachds that
ofther propec kopt scparate

i

The immigrant powrncy s ofton dewribod an keaving one woeld

t'!_'h:'h1 j.':l_l. ;:-r;l:.-':_;__ J:hl{'h{f T-"u! R W |_-'|.'r'|:||.-|"h:

| carrbed bt with me, and America gave me the oppomunity o
coninect it with another.
What kept my decam alive was the belicf that thewe two wedlds dad

el .-"'_n-_- i |,11:"::i"|:.': :.':ud.' - ':]'\-.;1. x.-q,l'-i n.lrL !-'-_HT!-':;:

Jhinese culneral imaginadon, onginocring discipline, American

pe-x'h-mu'.:-.rr.. ooomMmic  inmowation, amd  technsdogical

poad Palzrw cuvit

1||1|-r‘|.|.[ ] r.'\-;,.l'.i,! L 5 :,.L.; |,-n-.u::l:-.|'.'\.. i 5 r:::"‘:..-\.'l\. - rh-; l,'h-u.-..'t'\-:::h I.“'..I!

i beroeme one Ennepraned foeoe

cveryihing | had seded, cverything my pEneTLE had rxephr me.
and evervthing 1 hod dreamed mEghl one Ay Coeme Lo ther En

STVKE Of 3 FMElGic I_l.'[:.: thun :'.-n::.'
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Millions of people arosmd i world continme to belicee in tiv promise of America. From your own remurkable fosrney.
what docs the American Dream traly mean to you? Looking back, bow bas your understanding of thas dream evolved,
atmed sohar trosld you sty to thie who are still purssing it today?

* mACHARD NLK

T e, the Amcrican Dveam is real

It & mot always dmple. It bs mot 3 guarsnoes chat life will be Fadr,
ehist every enrigutsodn wall psderseand VoL, o rhur Buied weork wall
protect you from every sethack. The American Dream does mot
mcan thas a porsen will be spared handihip,

I .r.' mrdns AT Sdv KD f0FF Bof Ody I'e gl My frgdi Tl

I camsc o the Unisod Szarcs a5 an inccrnational stodons with fall
ul'u'hr-.hip- Suppo Aneeica v me the OppoT r-.i:g B0 PRITE
docrory studies in economics snd Liser COEHIET informuarion
systems. | was able vo stody bdeas ranging from Adsm Sendeh and
the Foasndarions of marke sconomico o oamerging information

eechmsolosgies that were reshaping the maodern world,

That education did mone than prepare me for 2 profeadon. It gove
e the confidence to crow profionional boundanies.

When | bogan purasng my fise eealcesee devdlopmenit, |
approsched a2 bank for soquinition and comtradion finandng.
The bank's chicf executive was sarprised o beam thar | had stedied
both archateciune and ovil ongincoring. She wold me thar mont
professionals remained in their specialized fields and dhar very few
were willing to acoept the risk and rosponsbility of bocoming
dovdopeors.

! v i
I S gl e Do sboor Der oy oiriamas
i

Orce shie wiw ey background and rovicwed the progect, ber toam
began evalusring the financng. Thar firs devlopemeont bocame

sutoeiiful and roccived recognition for it contexroal architecmoral

design,

For my, Hhat experienie represeted e American

Dirvaom in & mery conirele form.

A banker did not ask whether oy family had boon catablished in
Mow Yook bor ponorations. She did not ask whother | had inherieed
a devclopment company. She bobod &t my odecadon, my
preparation, the projoct, amd my m|]|r1;;nn1. 0 OCCps

responaibility.
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Later, wisen: | was competing (o acguire the land for 2 much Larger
project, the owner requined 2 bonk commitment better. Many
othor buyers wore intcrested. | contacted 2 Mew York banker
whom | hud previoody mer and spoke with her by velephone for

approximately four hoars.
[ At the end of Hhad coneersation, she said, “Rickhard, o sold

The next moming, before traveling to Manhattan, she vinited my
firss progect. The following day, she brought her suporvisor. After
waging the buillding, they asbod how quiddy | nocdod the

comumitmendt botter.

They ok e thar they had soon somcthing diincive inomy Firs
projoct. They belicved the way | approsched doign and
dovclopment created value that competiton could mot casily
reprosdide. Then they sald samothing | have nover fongotten:

I Tand i worth 'r.l":'-:: wyrhaur P Bedvimad it "

Thi swenenoe touched me dﬂph. bcanase i :.:rlttm{ the best
spirit of Amevica. The bank was not mevely kending again a
!'uh,r' .II WA A |.l:.|'|_|;.|1'|...|.-|1rl:..+;:hr ey hagrsian .,J]'ulﬂlh
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Betore | had smy Gnw

SN J!-:h 5-\- R O AV oW CApeta of
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Lagad mrwd
obsined more thun 5- mitllson im buank fenanging. | i'.J-\.H.! (el
(PR ICROUroes e FEULaLin bhetuind che protect before aaking

" 5 "
EF Fimeiads 00 PiT TICe CFdas o ot
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EER THEA NN, TR0 ITEOSDESAE  JOFETa s
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The American Dveam remaing alive whenever 1 teadher redaepnines

walent ebae done mot BB the oederasy Patien wheriener alunker s a .|r PN r-lll'-e'.?u': £f rail om :r-J [ ol :J"'.r i FLiE. -!rl' IS
J ; 1 - i i

peron bbb 5 plexe ol Lenad; whenever an immigrant oonverts the ?'E'III'F'-'-'?IP-'-:.'II.‘:'. 1o |'r.f.‘

gratitude into contribution; and whenewr someone ConinE

In,|:l|,l:.'::,t after lh; 'H.'ll-‘.,l,.r..!":jl.‘.ll-\!-\.‘l li:l_-ﬂ'. [ (i) -.1||l|:|-

I s . ! ' i
| E— [P e T T T T T o . Y (R
. )

It is abowut becoming worthy of the opportunity America gave me -

and wing that oppomunity to baild 2 future in which other people

can dream even more boldhy than [ did.
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Every ssceessful perion experiences momenty when coerything soems sncertain. Looking back over your life, what was the

miod lifficals chapier you faced, bow did you soervome it and whar did that experience ieacly you abowt perseoeranic

arl restlience?

& EICHARD LA

The maomt dafFcalt chapgcr of mv hic hasy boon the L-.—::,-_ SEL

il BT &l e vears of BRccTLaEanly 1t dx A |_1.| af

| wmderspersd that E-.'b.:lf .inF-:::n st bwe decsded '|-'|!-\.'\-'..';|h

evidenoe, peooedwere, and e ooaers There ame

inteypretations, and 5-.';-_'.:1 oonciuskona that | con

arwd an gty W R M r;’:q F‘\:hlr I i .'hnlﬂ.: ..'i.\l"'::.

it Bur | can speak honescdy shout what the experienoe felr like
23 2 haman being

It 24 though a hife | hed spent decades building was frosen in 2

Al n:f_hl

-!-.'-; ::11:\.’.‘_{“:«.-:": flnr_.;]:’. 3:”-. |_'|:.'.l.': rh: !J.“.'l.;,::.' .J|,:
remained confidens. | had spent my life wodving wnoems
documenting decsont, enginconing bualdings, snd trving to oreite

widise, | E?;|:;'\:\..i ehiag i }Iqxw'-:q |_-|.|.|'.::|'.:H.:. ‘.:':-_- |'|:.'\-:qh.:'\.. cafTTiElY

they would se the phinial work. the jobs, the bind, the
constraction, and the investor-protoction philesophy bohind what

hund o

Then the enforcement sorion srrived with an soer freeze [

ooourmed 31 3 nWERenl wWhen we were In Mg U0 TROTE 3 ETLENW

PO forwspd. Aog s

5 WOic
'.r'.r.‘-.m:lp::-.".. pr.'-."r-.-..-.'-mf-'. beocaame wncerrazn, smd deciaons char
had once belonged 1o the

CevClopment Team were suddenky

| [ainal] [lutans

1'.|El-1nl L 3 i,—.:'.:l::'\. i

A '?-""'"-"!"1 S e e s speed, It s & i:u::._' retweork o

:'-e'--'r'rf-.'. Timing, PErmits, COonirai, canh flow, reconds, and troat

When that network b froze. damage does ot wait politcy for

=

the legal omtem o finkh Weather continpes. Taxes con .
Buildings continue o e Investions continee to need docamends

Every month s

Emplovess continee to  |have

.'ll.'.'\.:qll:rn =8

TI“'.-l_- ?“ul‘.il_‘\.‘ REiT Wik i !.!‘\-_- Jovis ad .,..'rl!'..'\-! e DGy O

property, although that was painful The hardes pat was
watching the purpose of my work booome scparated from the

oSy Doeig rovkid il ot

] hsd belioved char the !".-\.ﬂn..'-. WETe .E.—\_',:::..—\.! B e

iBes who were -:r:':'r'l:'. wrking &

sk el 8, DH CEWES v oreate 8 bewdned fumere & Asmerics, |
hsd dmvesged miv o -.'.i_:'-:u'.. basily wich 2 reamn | Enew, snd oried
g0 avindd srraoreres thar placed immigrang money behind exocaie
bavers of debe and fecs. YWer o

phvacs] reality of the T pnadd the human realiny of ghose

JAN. | .'l_-:‘. I|'.]'

v redued no slleparions libels, snd numbers

fam

3R W

A court file can desoribee milEons of dollersin 2 few lines. [t cinnot

LA 3 Tl'ﬁ'\l:i'.':: WAItER for an mm

=

sigration decision. It canmot

shovwr & Tagher :;'r'\rl.ii.n:n:_ erertEny o his chikdzen. Ir cammos
show dhe years 2 family spent wwving, the anadety behind every

ketter, or the meaning of 2 groen card 1o somoone wheo crossed an

O[T SO 3 erent honure
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There were moments when 1 fele almost complerely alone.
Roquests for resources 1o defond myscll or proserve the projoos
did not produce the relief | boped for. Lawyers changed. Sorategics
changed. People who had once spoken with ceruinty bocame
cauthoun. The system scemed enormous, while my ablay
respond fely smualler cach day.

T wouald be dishoness if 1 said | never cried, never el exhousted, or
never wondened how much more a peron could carry.

| But rsilience is met the absence of putin.

Resilience is allowing yourself to fod the pain without allowing
the pain o decide who you becoms,

Whit kept me moving was fire my Bamily. My sioer, who onoe
rusted me while | was sl keaming to ride 2 bicnde, romuained
beside me when the rosd bocame unstable again. My wife. my
children, my parents. and friends reminded me that 2 begal
descripaion of 2 person is not the whole pereon.

What alwo keps me mowing was the physical realiny of the work
Builldng: do not argue. Founditions do not change dheir
drawings, snd complered consnoction remuin where dhey were
placed. Whenover the public story fot overwhelming. | noornod
in my mind o the sonaal shves and dhe thousands of deocidhon tha
had made them possible,

| £abo lope desiguing

Even when socounts were frozen and projecss were innennsposd,
my imaginiton wis fot froson. | continuod devdkoping ides for
net-aero vercal fanming, dean energy. and invegrated cides. |
waveled, met people in other counmics, and asked how the
knorwrdedge | had scoumudsced could sell serve bumanicy.

That mattered enommowdy. If 1 had allowed the btigation w
have won something deeper than 3 legal posidon. Iv would have
taken my fonure.

' 1 refucsed po pive i that power,

This chapter taught me that perseverance is not repeating the ume
sction blindly, It i prescrving the wme parpose while sdspeing
the path. Somedmes perseverance means fighting, Sometimes i
mcam negotisting. Sometimes it means remaining silent long
enough o listen. Sometime it means beginning 3 completely new
design while the old one is under aotack.
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It abo esught me not o ket suffering tum ingo haored. Hatred
narrows the mind, and | have spent my life wrying to cxpand minc.
I continee o believe that dhe American ooem hus the capacioy wo
examing itself, correct mistakes, snd allow Foller oruths o emenge.
Thst bebief hus beer eeseed, bt bn s not divsppeaned.

When [ kook back on these vears, [ do not see only what was paken
firoem me. | soe what was revealed.

I kearned who would stand boide me when there was nothing
obvioar o gain. | beamnod how docply 1 koved the people and
projocts entrusted to me. 1 leamed that identity cannot be frozen
by an order, and puarpose cannot be Bquidsted by a difficul

| Aosr of il £ learmed ohis:

You do nev discover the srength of a foundasion on the
ey the Iuciloding opens.

| You divcorer it whem she sorm arvives.
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Swcoew in basiness & one thing, bet building & family is another. Hosw bar becoming a father champed your perspective on

& RACEARD MLA ¢

Becoming a Father changed the wale of every quetion in my hife.
Like every parent, | wanted o ghve my doughter the beu
oducation, the sfex owionmont. and ovay  resonable
opparmanity | could provide. Ar firse, | thoughe char if | worked
hard enough and buily enowgh, [ oonld oreste 3 neardy perfieo life
For hr.

But s she grew older and became more cducared, | noticed
sommsething thar roubled me. The more she keamed showt the
world, the more wormried she sometioses became. She wondered
thirty yeans from now, She quewioned whether education wn
an incressingly BACErtain fysbem.
IH:T.?EMJMWHHM!‘I_}MEM

A child can live in comfort and sl fear the future. A family can
have food on the wble and sl worry shous whas b in dee Food,
where it came from. how moch energy wan conmumed to produoce
systemn for another generation.

1 began o fod thas being a fasher could not mcan only protocing
my own dasghter. It had to mean hdping arate 2 workd in which
her gencration would sot inherit probloms we were oo basy, oo
divided, of oo unkmaginatve to wolve.

I often chink thax human dvilizsion ress on two fondemenal
foandstions. The firs is food - the vabe of srvival. The socond &
encrgy - the value thar makes development possible. When food b
unheslthy, nscenible, or envisonmenlly deunscive, haman
health and dignicy suffer. When energy is wasteful, polluting, or
Thar is why | became incressingly commiteed 1o developing a
net-zero-cnergy vertical furming model My hope is w0 create
systerms that can produce nunural, mutritens Food dose o where
peoplke live, in conmolled cnvironmenn, with far kwn Lind,
ranapoTEation, pesticide uiz, and energy weaste.

I kneovwr that one invention cannot sodve every human problem.
But fauhorbood goe wrgemey o the work. It tramformed
sritsinalslity from an interesting profcssional objoctive into a
peronal promise.

29 | Capitol Times Magazine

During my work abeoad. | met people who wpoke sbout water
contamination, food inseoerity, snd the pain of warching their
hometowns suffer environmenial damage. | remember one banker
quictly telling me that a polhated place we were discaming weas his
own homeowown. The sdnen in his voloe sayed with me.
Environmental harm b never an abasract chart o the poron
whose mother, child, or community mant drink that water.

My children have taught me thar leadership mant be mcasined by
the Famase it beaves bohind.

A keader can complere o building and sl Gl i dhe building

oonsames more than the carth can give. A bandnecssman can creste
profit and will fail i de new generation inherin anadery,

pollution, and scascity. A fasher can provide maverially and seill f2il
if his children do mox feel thar the funere is worth believing in.

I 3o my definivion of meroeis chavped.

I no longer want oaly to ol my dsugher, 71 buile 3 sucoswiul
company of | complored 3 remaribable buskding.”

| 7 o s b bl 1o 2ell boer-

Diaddy saw a problem that frightencd posr gemeration,
and be spent bis life trying to repair ic”

My damghacr taoght me dhar children are not sknaply the recipionts
of our wisdom. They are also the poople who cxpose the limits of
our thinking. Thar quotions resch placcs sduldes have beamed o
avosd

Becawse of ber, | deeam of an Eden-like fumure nox a5 3 Fanasy, buc
&5 3n enginccring rosponsiheliny: communiticn where dhean cneTgy,
tmgether.

| may mever see the entire vision completed in my lifetime. But
fatherhood taught me that we do not build only for the years we
We build for the people who will arrive sfter us and 1k whae kind
of amcovton we choae to be.
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Whe inipired you the mest growing sp? Wheiber it ww a family member, teacher, entreproncar, or puldic fipsre, whar

wade that persen smoh an important inflsence in your Life?

" RMHARD NLA

My parcnis Formied the docpost foundation of my dharscter. My
mothor taaght me imagination. oourage. and welflcn protoction
"|1'|. “I|1q1 I.1'.r,:|:r i} .il"-.:|\::.'|-r.\,q|1.;|'.::1,-:'.|:; A EETY, adwd Il:'\.l_'\l-:q,r

for work performed ot the highest level.

Later in lite, Soeve Jobs pave modern Linguasge 5o wmsething [ had
abready kearmed from them: the belicf thar the invisible pasts
AT,

] W 1,i-ﬂFl-='l |rhn:\,§iﬂ. han ";-'.J.'I.'Ilfd LRI TR TR -..l_'\ll:!:\.. h siwd 1w
the MEssage [0 Pomain hl.ln:,;."n.'. curboars, and unabred o At
naive before the future. | abio boved the story he todd alsoat
craftsemanship - than if you are building a finc clbnct. vou do not
i EEleT Wi hﬂ [ i] Ih-q,' I:'u-\l, 'h.'l.'lE!:'I. I.“ SRS [ O will =

The craftsman knowes it is there.

A building is not ey exoctlent bocane the lodsby photographa
well It character & found in the parts most poople willl nover
(400 rh-c l\.‘l-\.].""”‘: i rh; r:-:_.-ﬁdj.r:.-::. Ih-c \:.‘:II.;F!I e EF:-_- DTS,
the oounnc performanoe of the gliss, the waterproohing behind
the wall, the coordination of wstoms above the adiling, and the
decisions that provent Famure occupants from onr knowing how

iy prokdems were seved before they srrived.

I tried o apply that standard to eveary comer of my work. On one
projoct,, | developed a cuntomieed glaring confipuration intondod
por 3 hiewe I.'Ln.:i".h':'.]! samind brodari o, J.H'\I-E'. aigmsately ] deviindi
We wied very highamength concrete, wound wogoes 5l in
portions of the snwiuwe. We daigned foundations extending
r.-;:_;-:!:l:-. ATV Pt Bl FI'.!_I.p,I_"a ]\-., J.I.'!.Tl |\;::-;'\..n‘| h EfisssT \:|.|'||'\.I-.r
s o B wvomrrhay it whee wisilsle ammdbsicion

Some poople may cll thar pertectioniuan. For me, it b respect -
roipoct For the poople who will lve in dhe building, for the
EI-E..I-.'-;'\..\.'..h.'l.lr.-. 11.1:..-'\-; it 3c J||J..|'H_'h..= IaE iR, .1.'|..‘| L (] e MUERT
that et maintain it

Steve Joln inspiced me becawe he did not treat dedgn @
docoration. He treated it as the intcgration of ochnobogy, human

CAPCTICTNL, vl maor sl aeroaiineis wr the work.

1t s adso wrbhat | kemrmed brown my Fatheer. | s chalk mark may be
small, bt knonwing wihore fo place i rogquiros a lifctime

And it s whar | bearned From moy maother, A book read poa chilld an
night may soom kviadlede g the world, bug i can shape evrthing

thar chald laser sres
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Wt imspired you te come to the United States? Tell ws abowt that decivon, the emotions you experienced, and what

A rgadori o iatrriead """"r-:']“ J.r-{\-urrwa.r:m'h[

" RPCHARDE NLA G

Amecrica attractod both my mind and my imagination.

Intelboctually, 1 wanted to study cconomic, finance, techrologr.
and the orucms that hed mede the Unbiod Sesncs sach an
intheential foroe in che modan workd Fosotionally, 1 wis drown
o the sale and beauty of the country ituclf.

Bebore coming to Amcrica, | had wravcled widdy in China [ levod
muntadns, femote badwapes, and the focing thar manare could
muke humen prodsdems look smaller and hueman posasbility beel
larger. When | saw images of the Amcrican Wt - its canvom,
deserts, Forcsts, and immense opon sy - 1 Fdt an almoss phivical
desire fo experience it

I did not arrive carrying onby a plan For a degree. | carried the
draam of disoovering 2 country  through both study and
AWM.

Later, | raveled 1o places such 23 Fion Mationa] Park in Uksh. [
backpacked, dimbed, and desornded through difficult forrain. On
onc poasncy thiough the Subway powte, | moved woo slowly
e | I;-qn' SEOpPing 0 rake ]’q‘h'\-h'r;l'li*ﬂ_ [Masknesi came
before | could keave the valley, and 1 had to romain there overnight
witheut 4 signal and without the comfort of 2 normal shoeer.

That night taught me somcthing about America and  abowt
mg.'u-ll. The !.nm!-n..:.pﬁ rhar hisd ammracred me were el -.rmph'
besutiful picrores. They demanded humility. They did not cre
abwiat degrocs, titkes, of plins. You had o read the torrain
cofserve Yourl srength, sooept onccraingy, and keep moving
toeward davlighs.

When | came o the United States, | dreamed of combining
muanapersent,  and
rechmodogy into & new kind of development praoice, | wanted
uaakd pn'-iﬁh rhar weee et ofnlv LHR:'., bt |m:IEr_|:-¢ e ol ol
profitalde, but uichul not only American o Chincie, but
infosrmncd by the Dot of both chilizarbons.

I abo decamed of froadom - the hrecdom w0 move aonos
dn.l.]'llmn. e Ak o venASodLe] CpussEioi, smd o Cresce
somscthing that did mot vet have a Familiar category.

architocture, trwnmmi: UM,
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There wis encitement. g there wi abo encemabnoy,. Feegy
immigrant knows that fecling. You are moving toward possibilicy
while bkeaving bohind the people, linguage, habits, and placoes that
onwe msde the workd prodioable.

B m:.'[u:mhh.n.:[.n]:r.n..fl.' abpovaTy e thar 3 eTsy C30 reave] far
from home and build a new Bfe through courage. Their example
traveled with me.

I camse v Amcrica canying knesrdodes from China, Balth brom my
family, and 3 dream that the pwo worlds could meet inside the
wiork | would create.
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W'hat de you remember most about your first weeks in America’ Wiket saerprived you, bt cbullenped you, aned wha
mude you belicoe this comntry could become yosr bome?

® RACHARD ELA -

What | remember mont is how quickly the unfamilisr began to
teel poashle.

Dasring my fm wocks, | wai scarching for an apanmend,
preparing rhe pjpﬁmut w0 my wife could jin M, ECTingg
profeson, speaking with sndenis, and orving o undersund dhe
practical thythm of 2 new country. Everything was new - che
syems, the conversations, the streets, the expoousthons - bur [ did
ot Feel :h;,-d.ﬂp SITAMEEEEA 1 ['udu]'u:\':rd.

T‘c:}ui'n e came from the 1,:|'|i'|.1;h.1|;:| crisfodanen, whete |'-,-|-p'|.¢
from differens places gashered sround bdess. Perhaps it come from
the oponncs of poople willing vo speak with 2 mewoomer. Porhagps
b came From che Bacr ochar | had spena vears imagindng America
hefore | resched i, 20 the COUnITY felt bowch new and l.:rjrrgr{:-'
familiar.

The practical challenges were real. | had to establish 2 houshold,
uncderarand rules 1 had never encounnered, commmenicane wichin 3

different scademic cultore, and prepare for my wile o crows the
samee distance | had cosed. An immigrant’s firss days are filled
with docoments, sddresses, phone ally, fems, snd sl

uncertainges that can make an crdinary onk feel enomous.

I was mox being asked o eraae the person | had been in China. |
could carry my education. culiure, poctry, engineering discipline,
ared faemily hmnr:-' oy this mew environmens. Americy could
becomme home not becapse i replaced my first home, bt becawse it

F.I.'I-'\l ETHE' NORCHTN 0 CONTE T Ih WA,

.I:! lh..ru,- I}rnl I“l.l‘ tl,—.l‘.illr 1 ]'u-.‘l. huiﬁ 3 .,'|1i'.1|u:'|:\..'_ .hl.rl.n'n! |..||'|-.‘L
of complered a4 building, America alreadly felt ke chut Lind of
plae b0 mic.
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Starting over in 4 new cosntry is never cary. 1What sbtacles did you encosmser deoring those carly years, and bow did you

everromye thvw?

" RMCHLARD WIA

The first time | camse 1o Mew Yok Ciry, the airpline croed above
LaCruardia Abrporr while waitng oo lind. | looked down ar the
eraMTEe (0 apreadd Bencsth me, and one thoughe cntered my
e wiih jgrean Fonce:

I T s ot b
II

Theere are millions of Bghts in New York, bur when none of them
belong: to somoonc who knows your name, the diy can fod
darker vhan an cenpay lckd

Yer admost immedistely, the ongineer and economiss imide me
Iw!'_.l.n b Wl u'r:'rmhin;g else. Mankarean is an hldemd (_'!uen'n e
Brooklm are part of Lomg Dland. The city had faced lind
COREENRTE for generagions Thar phhj;ﬂ limnEramon crested 1n
extrsordinary imbalince berween demand snd supeply.

Within my fira weck bn Mew Yook, | had sdrcady began booking s
Land and studying the possibility of development.
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The obuzaces were obviows. | had no ctablished nctwork, no
intheevited development company, and no keng local history that 3
banker could revies. | was moving from doctonl study into one
of the most demanding real-ctate markets in the world. 1 had o
prove that intcrdaxaplinasy knowloder could booome caccution.

| overcams those obarscles by srudying the dry the way | would
sudy 3 comples machine.

| bowskood ax Lind, soming, infrasroonre, noghborhood pemmems,
!‘in.m.;:'n;. COAE Tk B, Jmidn.-igu TR0 & RPATHE MRIIIETT, st
oonmecied varisbles, [ spobe with bankers and profesionals |
showed them not only ambition, but preparasion. | wsed my
background in aschiveomere and civil enginecring o demonstrae
thas | underinond wihar 1w sdcing others o finamce,

The firs oppormnity did mot come bocawe the ity became les
difficuls. le came because | kearned vo make my preparation visible

[ m&kn‘hn ontled e CpTirRE it.

Years lner, during the mosr diffical periods of logal contlicr, |
remembored that flight over LiGuandia. | even weote about it to
the Count. | had onde belioved than the moment bofore Lindng
wiis thee lomclaon podng of my Bie. Laaer, | caperionocd 8 datfonont
kind of lonclinos - the focding of being surrounded by
instiguitions, filings, and decisbons while wnaggling to make my full
oy wndertood
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[ survived the firsc landing. [ bl relavicnahips where ghere had been
none, [ found land where others saw only scarcity. | murmed a city of

serangers into a place where | onubd creace.
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ANIL AMWAR | INTERNVTEWER QUESTION 12
Looling back, we there ane momen! when you réalized yorr drédm wat bipinning to become reality? Whar bappened,
el el s hhatt mmeoenent o meaningfd?

& RECHARD X1Anoromis

[ do nor have ane single moment when [ can sy, "Thar was when
ihe Anterican Dream became real.”

For me, dmot cocry mement in America bas boen pars of

A el

It began wlhen [ firsy Landed an the Detroly airporn. My travel was
debayed, and | became stranded in Memphis, | encouncered a
group of people who sdmired Elvis Presley and seemed o inae
that [ ackmowledge Elvis before they would help direct me 1o 2
restaurant. [t was confusing, funny. and complerely American, My
first besson i mavigating the country apparently involved music
hiszoey.

Then there was the university, the professors, the snedents, the
long drives acrass the couniry, the mountains, the first cine | saw

New Youk, the first parcel of land, the first construction drawing,

rhe First banker willing to liven, the first building rising froms the 4 el CICTNE CEE R EOCR VAR L il MO W it
ground, and rthe recognition thar follawed ics completion. rewdal [ixe REXE Parge vl Ly
I Jeach memerr careied & diferenr fovr o araria

Even the difficuly chapiers have been pare of che dreany, because
the dream was never anly comifort ar applause. It was the privilege
nd'|1.|rri;ip.||:i|15 ﬂlll:.r in a sogiey |.:rs¢ fﬂi.'ll.ls"l o [EsE ﬁ'q-]’}'[hil]s_ I
believed abour myself,

Bl "y y F § y 5
FF 1IN 8 BARAEF 00 .'..l'..l.'.c.' i FiF r" PPN CEFESTHD IoE

When my First project stood where there had once been only an
idea, the dream was real.

When | eraveled through an Amencan canyon and had toowait for
dayligh, tee dream was real,

When [ faced linigarion and sxill found people willing o stand
heside nee, the dreans was real,

[ have learned that a dream is ot a Finish line. In is 2 way of living

with atzenziomn and gratinede.

The danger of wakting for one grear nsoment Is that we may fail o
recognize the thousands of snudler monsents that made it possible.

I Sov I e mor fook Dack and chose o .-."-1-:,

[ ook back ar the whole joumsey - the joy, the woek, the
unscertainty, the building, the falling, and the risng - and [ say:
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From your own remurkable foserney, whar does the American Dream truly mean to you? Has your snderstanding of

st dweaewy chawped ooer iy years, and da you belieee i & il alioe for fature pemerafion?
e o2

¥ EICHARD LA

The American Diream i alive, bt it i not sutomatic

When | was younger, | undensond it maindy s oppormanit: the
chamor for 3 newcomer o ansdy, work, obe ks, build, and rise
wizhaoaag I:\-:-|:'|_;: eI ﬂ:- [zrnired !'r-. i!:l'l'hp{.liq 0 !J.'r'.:f:l.'
b kground

I szill believe in that opportanity. My own life is evidence of it |
came 35 3 scholurship wodent, enterod febds cundde my osiginad
waining, found bankers willing to evaluste my idess, sogpuired
land. and buil in New York only a few years after amiving.

The greasess strength of the American syssem i nos chat it never
miakes mistakes. Mo human system can promisc that. [t greatest
sorenepeh s che capacity for self-comrection

People can speak, appeal. report, organize, challenge, each, vote,
litigate, investigate, and reconsider. Institutions can be qucitioned.
Diociisons cam be revicwod. Mow ovidenoe can be beard. A socicty
capable of comecting itsedfl can remuin alive even after it han

wotsnded wnmme off the people who believed in e

That capacity &5 onc fcison talonsod poeple contimee omming o
America. They are not anrsaved onlky by wealth. They are ammacned
h-:.' e l‘h'\-'i.i.'hl.!:l'_lu' thur sdext can CmpTE, thar newcasmiers cin
contribase, and that the future i pot antiedy ownod by the pase
My own faich in thay oyem bas boen vemed. There have heen
msoments when | belioved dhar imporans Faors, Encenions, and
husmun CenseqUEETEs WeTE 0L :'u'_!? ursdersoood. Bur vhe xnower,
in my vicw, iz not to abandon the American Decam. It is to insi
thut Armerica ConIEnNLE '1"-:-\'11.':1-.r._.: worthy of i

The dream belongs w funure generstions only i we prosect the
conditions that muke it pouible education, opennca, Liwiul

proccis, soentific curiosity, fair opportunity, and rcspect for the
digriry of people who begin with po evtablished power,

‘:'n'.n!,; l,'ql'j\.‘q whesitld mor inkerir the Amegican [ream s a -.L'-l.:m
They should inherix bt a5 a2 responsshaliny.

They mias sk not only, "What can | achicve?” but abuo, "What can
| :::|ile-|-1.f:‘ What vy SECTEY 3N ] I'II.JIJ.I: |J.'|';|':' What irl..ll!ﬂ:‘:l\ (= Fif .I

sdve? Whose opporonity can | endarge?”
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lt i3 aliwe overy time 2 student crosses an occan with maore cowrage
dun ceruinry. In B dive every ome 3 ERCheT FOOGEIIIET 2
unfamiliar kind of incclligence. It i alive every dme a banker
cxamincs the porson bohind the Lind. It is alive overy time a socicty
IO OFTECTRON OVET ik

Ir is the promise char Felling docs mot remowe ooer right - or our
dury - to rise again
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Looking back ooer your josrney, wobo were the peeple whe belicved in you before the rest of the world did, snd bew Aid

their emoosrapement belp shape your fusure?

® RRCHARD HLA -

There were many people who believed in me before the workd
had amy rezson o do s,

My mother believed first. She bought bools beffore anyone knew
what [ would beoome, She Buened to me speak before there wn
mjlﬂue.m&ﬁr&dmymhﬂwﬁllﬂlrmm:n
defend it myuelf.

My Father beliored through expectation. He did not flattor me. He
showed me, by the way he worked. thar mupery was possible snd
thut [ had no exonse to perform cardlendy.

My sister bedioved while | was still kearning to balance 2 bicyebe.
That may be the punci fosm of tnase | haee over poocived.

My wife belioved mox only in the progooes, but in the peron who
kepx revuming home carrying, deeir weighe, A spouse expericnaoss
ambiion  diffcrently from the public The public o
anmouncemens, buihdings, and sdhiovemeni. A spousse soes the
worry after midnighs, the silence afier 3 difficoly call, and the oot
of continuing,

My profevion believed in the way my mind worked. They allowed
mmmﬂh:inq;ﬂinﬂ:nddﬂmmuudurlpﬂmnnunﬁlm
engineering muat remuin only an engineer. One  profewor
defended the begitimacy of teaching students whowe  mindi
[u'nv.'m-i informuanion J.Hﬁfmdr Thar  moemsen gave mc

confidence oot :u.:.pnhgu: !m:ﬁu‘gt}mmiu ph:ru.lm
t .nrll'\'r O e J...'-'.-I'.'J o

One mbed o see my dipomas snd, after reviewing my
background. allowed her team o comsider financing my first
devclopmaont. Another Fstened 1o mc for four hours, visited my
thhnw.arﬂuﬂdwﬁmHFmﬁ':
commitment better in forty-cight howrs.

They did more thin kend moncy. They kent cedibility at the
mament when cpodibiliny was the thing | possessed beain.

Many achiveom, ongineom, conmracors, advisers, and  other
profeuionals slso believed. Some gave time, idess, introduoctions,
and cifor bebore siking whart they would reocive in rerum. They
recognined thae | wies not rving merdy o complone another
ordinury building. | was wrving 1w insograe design, engincering,
Veruirse, culiude, and swntsinabliy into wamething nsofe comgloe,

|'.-.'.-{.r:.'.-'-r.- ardd muceriaingy, Hy

meaniny of el

Diwring the years of
tef chumped
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It i casy to believe in someone while the buslding is rising and the
future appears bright. It b moch harder 10 believe when the
nowspapers, conrt filings, and public narrative create fear.

Thurt B3 sibwm cortain l:.'\':"'-,":lr' rervaled exrracridinory

LT i i
My family remained. Friends remained. Professionals continoed
Hasening. Ellen Young. a plonocring Chinese American public
servant and 2 friend with 2 genevous hear, suppormed me in
[Hmin.'.ﬂ ways during som: of the hardest periods, im.‘lu-:li.nﬁuhﬂ
begal coses became overwhelming, Oihen hoped quictly, withouwt
sockdeg redonition.

ﬂ Rl L4 e .I' LE ] "":"hP' Fi-

| 7 it

Their encoursgement shaped my future because it prevented
EMporary dnrcumitiness  from  boecoming my  pormancont
scli-image. When the workd around me bocame uncortadn, they
returmed me 1o the porson they had known before the conflice.

I No kife is built by one persom alowe.

We often cclebrate the individual a1 the ribbon-cutting, bt
bchind that porssn stand thowe who read the fint book, carricd the
first hunch, offered the fing kan, anowered the Lise-night all, o
simipdy b, "1 ailll e lieve you”

1 am suanding todsy becawe many people kemt me courage before
the wodlkd lemie me crodibslicy.
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W chere coer & Hime when you questioned whether yosur dream would come trae? What kept you meving formerd when

thw rowd e smcertain?

& EECHARED NUA

| have quertioned muany things in v life

| have q:xuh-nn:-.'. whether 3 pamiculsr fenancing would chose,
n.“.ﬂ.“u:: 3 pROetl “.I-qll:-ﬂ [{nnnt J.|11_l.‘|ru|_ nhl_'!hr. o AR
woarld ascoeed, wherber 3 oo wounld pndereand sn srpumen,

and whether the nexr seep woubd srrive in deme.

But [ have never truly questioned whether the dream el would

oome oree, becanie | huve sbweaws belr chae | was aleesdy |
Ervsdide in
The dream wat never only the completed building or the final

s 3
TR I T [': Wl lh\: \.'\IF"|."\."'H.'L'."|:'.'|- R ‘I—'\.Hd'\l-'. L AN, D SICHET, T

cncounter diffaoaley, and to wse cvery part of mysclt in the proocss.

.":-'F..':q il wr e |

h I,-r-:.':l'l. "';u:::q WETE ;'I..ruln.'l:l.: i'\lr:ﬂ wii

hul. But all of them belonged i

of work. Some wone pai
JOUITCY. |

| have bearned char che birper the scopmpdhenent, the lunper the

waves thar maw re g 5. A person who never eniers desp
water may ncver fae 2 powe rind wave, but be sho nover discovens

Fava 34 e Ca vWEm

| ra

| ll'ﬁ:'ﬁ. l!“:.ll; l Wi .,J.I,'l.l-l:!: ..I-.'. LT dE '_-1 J:.,'_; r'. o COETER LTS CRES. J.::q:t

imagindng sysrems that oould bemetin far mone |'-.'n-*;l}e thun meyselt
it

Omce you see 2 posaihility dearly, i beoomes difficalt to shandon

b e rehy becaste the poud

i AN ST

My family kept me moving. My parents’ courage, my dsior's Enoit,
my wife's endurance, and my children’s questions all reminded me
that my Bfe was connecied to something lurger than my own

S i

"-1.-. nj:.:., = 1H o] ‘Ll_‘l"! M mevEg ':'\.r.,a:pu: H I.||,.'._l!".! (10 th §l N CEY
problem has structure. Even when the answer is not visible, there

afe varisbles that can be undoraood, edationships thar can be

muappod, and another path thar can be deshpnad

I-.._- i, I.|.||'\. i fold dCTtasRly ihit ._I.fl'all'.

- 1§ -~
L 'hJI-I'l.I.

scvording o my schodube, Faith bs the dochion that e purpose

romuains wosrthy oven whon the ovidono around vou is dark

| LB :n,-l;ﬂ Bid

] maay bocorse seed. | muay need |.-u,h.|.||.;; digot

LT l,ld ehae & i :1.1'.|J.|' l_n'.l.-l Fuks .'.|.I.n‘|
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Every extraordingry achicoement demands sacrifice. Looking back, wiat bas been the greatest sacrifice you be made in

bueilding thx life aned career you buase tocay?

" RMCHARD NIA

| have difficulty asing the word wcrifice o dewribe my own
work, becsuie | huve kved i wo deoeply.

I once saw a sentence on the wall of 2 restanrant that said, in
eaerice, che H'}'M cThamowe sk hp ] ke, ¥ MY nEver feel rhar
you worked s day in your life. Tha ides desoribes much of oy
jourmey.

Archisecture allowed me to we the beauty | had abworbed from
licersrure and the thowands of Chinese pocm snd dessical vere
I could remember. Engineering allowed me to turn imaginaiion
] hﬂm'ﬂ'.a'n; that could swand llntinrmt allowed me o
coofdinate talenved profcidonals from many disciplines and many
countries. Economicy and technology allowed me to underctand
how ideas could become sritemas.

When | resched the potnr wheee | could direcy an entiee
devdlopment - from bind and finandng o srocmare, gla,
operation, and public expericnoe - | felt enomonsndy formunate. |
was ot mcrdy doing 4 job. | was wiing slmoss overy pan of the
minad my pagenis had helpod develop.

50 when people ask whax | uscrifioed, Y firur srvower b | do mot
Feel chur | sacrificed. [ feed dux | was given an cxmsordinesy
oppoarraniry 1o-do the work | koved.

I ."|"-' BTl A doimiey A mory Lo I -'.-:'-' Faw ..'.l'_,:

What | did not cxpericnce a5 aacrifioe may have been sacrifioe for
the people who waited for me.

My Facher worked before dvsm and renerned after midnighe, and
a3 a child 1 bardy saw him. I Later repeated some of that pattern in
my own way. Thoe wore long houn, tawd, sogotiations,
ermevgencics, and years when projecn demunded meardy overy
availsble part of oy attenition.

My wife and children lived with the conscquonos of dhat
commitment. My parcnts watched me faoe middis they could mot
control. My sivter camried concem that | sometimes tried o hide
from her.

I i fmae i by sme résosrne me Aerceasfil profect fam refindre

That sy be the greaseit wdrifice murrounding my joumey - it a
thing | gave up alone, but the time and peace my family gave w |

consld contimac the work

39 | Capitol Times Magazine

Thee vears of begal and boskness disnopabon brooghs another Lind
of ko Auets could be frosen, scoounts roriceed.  peojects
delayed, and pland intorrupeed. But cvon then. | did oot fod that
rory Bife had moppod. Frionds snd family suppored me, and [
contined developing Lurger bdess for other pars of the world.

I The fiscTy BTy Frases
I T Frayrmaiion way mel.

IF 1 could speak to my younger slf, | would not eell him o love
the work kess. 1 would ol him o remember that the poople at
home are abio part of the projoct, cven when their famo nover
appear on a drawing.

[ wwseled gell hier thaa p-:ﬂ'-n'li.m :nJh:iHm_t whawald nevet rexpuire
abvicnee from the lives that make the building mcaninghal.

. 1 .
I Ao I inll BeRbile 1e call mey pokermey 4 LliTTIE.
J aae allend aas e o .
L FLALEY B FROrE Fid LERT F I fie i
g S ¥
ST P ._,"l\."..'_,"' ¥
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Toduay, whar role docs your family play in your life? How do they keep you grosnded despite the demands of leading

infermaiional bavineies and ambitiou projocts?

® RMHARD HIA

My Farmily in the place where tithes disappear.

In burinen, poople may sor 4 developer, cnginoor, uratogie, od
foandcr. In a kegal caise, poople may woe 2 name in 2 capion. ln
[u.li'rl:i.;, rh-cf-' LY S6€ PrOjedts, nuambere, phm. OF JOMEFCRPETY.

I i beawae, [ £ & . ot brwilner, 4 Daoalvirad, o 4 farhs

My tamily ha lived dhoough the rises and Falb of my babncis Bfe
fior w0 bomyg that very Bode sarpeises chem amymone. They have seen
projecti  begin,
DPPOITUANKS SPPC, orc intarrupl. and now idon omorge from
I['H,- ﬂLIL:EH' ol L‘ld:ﬂql:.ll:.

1 hawve .|J1p.'n_r-: wied oo remisure them, o I.-:e-p them !'h.".l]li'l:r'.
hopetul, and cmotionally brighe. Buot the outh i thar dheis
stesdinsin busofren beern the rh.:r:_e; :'-:hul.firrg_ 1

arnib o financing booome  uncortain,

My parenis remind me where | came from. My sioer reminds me
of trunt churt existed before schievement. My wife reminds me chat
the private oost of ambigion is real. My children remind me that
thee Funare i o a0 shsaraction

Fopwriiy PreTe Ry Amieafaoe Troem IO 4 fainililaly for
AR LTI

A progect can be modesbpnod. A fAnandeg can be neplaced. A kegal
srategy can change. Bug 3 vear in 3 child's life cannog be semumed,
and the worry camied by an aging patent cannot dmply be
refinsnood biece

.\{3. umd} xluy gives mening Lo my Ererraariodng] work, When |
qzcuL shwonar clesn Fosod, arirsirabls CTRETRY, husmene ciies, and 3
safer Furure, | am nos speaking only 25 3 businesman. | am
speaking a1 somcone who want his own family - and every family
- g irhserin a workd hax fecks bess frighsening,

I I a - . & F,

I Nagr T bn FPRFr BPY AREDY DT C AT Rins iR o

They koep me groundod bocause they do nog sk e whether |
wooan, Faluend DAY, .,whi-lrln! 3 Profect, of El,'h.l.l.ldn":.l..luh
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They remind mc, smply by being thore, to remain the porson they
boved before any of those things existed.



CAPITOL TIMES

THE AMERICAN DREAM EDITION
AUGUST 2026 - Vol . 2 Issue 38

L N e B

LS RO 18

Wbt ralwes and life lesons do you bope yowr dvildren will carry sith tivem long after they re grosm, and what kind of

example do you strive fo st coery day?

® RRCHARD HRA C e

The first lewon | hope my chibdren carry i thar technical
excellence alons it not cnough.

For musch of my caseer, | beioved vhar f 2 prgoo was
economically sound, hi,"JIIrI.I:u“!F designed, qru.;:'unl]g.' sdvanced.
operstiomlly efficent, snd beneficial 1o che communiny, dhen i
vahue would eventually be obvious. 1 concentraced om archicecnure,
engincering.  nance, informaton systems, conamuction, and
DpETETI

I parief far beo arteniion fo the potitical axd oiver sord
shagn f sbesld base
Ot cieme, | learmed that oven 3 pood es can be delayad,
mbmnderuood, or prevented from helping poople i it b mot
gonmected 1o public undersanding, bl nsttations, political
I‘Jmm{tﬂﬂmﬁl‘:ﬁ EsE,
1 want my childeon o understand thar ctecnship i not a
spectator acivity. They should pay atention to how decision are
musde, who i affected, what incentives are operating, and whether
vulnerable people huve a voice. They should not swame that being
correct in 2 technical semse i enough. They mune sbo kearn oo
oommunicate, organize, listen, and participase.

]
I ¥ b srvomad b AT EF L DFRRET IOT R T P SRR ST AT

The workds problems are connected. Food affects health. Energy
affeces food. Housdng affecns emplovment. Trancportation affect
Families. Immigration affects babor, digniry, and national identicy.
A solution that improves one ctegory while damaging three
others s not 2 complote solution.

That ks why | have magined intcgraved developmeont masdcls -
inchuding verical clties and crows-border economic poncs - wihicre
dean agriculiure, commros, housing, onergy, and wanpontation
can be designod ogether. In a humane boeder noghon, for cuample,
people might be sble to work with dignity nesr helr familic
rather than being foroed into choloes that separate spoariei,
parcnts, and dhildren, Amcrican commuanitics oould benetit fnom
productive labor and bocally made poods, while workers could

muaintain a stable family lifc.

Whiether that precise maoded is ever buils is kess imporant dhan the
principls bohind b desdgn svstema sround haman boings, ot
mcrely around sdminbertive Qroporics

41 | Capitol Times Magazine

T rinirad keisom is bo prode

rhem calnerabie

- ' | R
IT e ErOORe

My mother ught me thar wlflewnes orestes 3 bind of urengih,
My sister taught me the meaning of being responsible for someone
more Fragile. My work wich immigrant inveson ought me dha
fimsncisl decidons can cunry Emmigration, family, snd emorional
consequences far beyond the balance sheer.

| want my children to 2k, whenever they hold power: Who bears
the risk? Who has the least abiliey w0 pocover? Who i not in the

ORI

TP foswiiy Lecasoy £ Fr FETRATN (RIS SROWERY 5
i
P i, ILEFS

They should nots allow 3 degree, citle, profesdon, or nadonality w
become 3 cage. The maost important future sobutions will sfton be
found berween discipline. | weamt thom po kam docply, bar mover
m.m'mi:-'

" - 1 F N
Finally, | bapr rhey lntrn from borh mmy ol
Y AT

| do me want o present m:..u{r' oo them 34 2 I'm!'nn' man, A
perfect example i aften ben wichal than an bonest one. | want
them o see that courage indudes revising your strategy, thas faith
i hades -:n‘lu.rinl: unceTrainey, snd vhox f:ﬂhﬂ'l.uhﬂ;lr.. e Jundes
sdmiccing what you would do differendly.

'
I B rrsEw b e i F FVLRE o Bewase mE
| § BN CEEmpeE I SRR B ST LT S RN G S T N
T
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It is chat & persan midag '-.h';'- wrving 2 wodthy prar o withsout
1;|!1|;|'.15rr=1|'.g CETE P Clfanaly, Of EigEny

|1-:'\-.: shrer miv childeen aee RIUPATL, ] h-'r:'-r they remeentlser e only f"’

whut [ eried o beuild, baur wihy
I ;
I g
| s
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ANIL ANWAR : After traveling the world and building projects across continents, what does the word
"home" mean to you today?

RICHARD XIA : Home has changed meaning many times in my life. At first, home was the place
where my mother read to me before sleep, where lunch appeared after a bicycle journey I did not yet
understand, and where my little sister came to sit beside me because she believed I could protect her.
Later, home was the country I left and carried with me - its language, poetry, engineering discipline,
family memory, and thousands of years of cultural imagination.

Then America became another home. It was the place where I

studied, where my wife joined me, where I found land, built
buildings, raised a family, and learned both the generosity and the
difficulty of the American Dream.

As I traveled and worked across continents, home became less
connected to ownership and more connected to responsibility.

Home is where the people I love can live with
dignity.

Home is where a child can drink clean water
without fear.

Home is where food nourishes rather than harms, where energy
supports life without destroying the environment, and where
people do not have to leave everyone they love merely to
survive.

Today, when I say home, I
ultimately mean the Earth.

We speak of countries as if the
atmosphere stops at a border, as if
polluted water remains obediently
inside one jurisdiction, or as if
hunger in one place cannot become
instability somewhere else. But the
planet is one connected home, and
humanity has been treating it like a
building in which everyone is
responsible only for his own room.
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..'1. l,lllrarrl LR I‘:“I'l_'- EFrubisit 1|\|: I‘ s1th H-n'll'l,l & T '|-Il|l:r|.r sty ll‘:l-l-ul_:h 9 L;Jn [ !Flu_ L"q..l] |--|.".J l,'-i--\!u..‘l'l--n_ a=ad :nl.;'FrJ‘l;lJ. wn b 11271 l!n"l‘,
with muture euther chin sgasnag i

1 ] e wibkosry am Fdem - mast b | imugine & wood Il wei et woorrk oo difticulew, baar bevsase | imugine & wistld wheeee husran Inli”rFlﬂu' [
Fienally wsed o peostect the ganden thut mude hamon lie poailde

Alver irrveling so far, | hee kesrnsed thut bomne is not meeeely where | retom

Home ks what | am responsilale for leaving habsitabde to thoae wiheo comme stues me

ANAL ARSONAR | INETROVIEWTR LS 0 D
Hiem you were yosmper, success may baoe meant one thing. Today, afier everything you e accomplished, boee do yosu
persenally define ssocen?

® RICHARD ML 555 0nss

When | wis yvounger, ssoocs mcant proving that [ could do
something extraoedinary.

T more lives that ore dremgtbened by the valee o oreaty,
¥ i : ) i gredier Dl SRioeaL,

It mcant mastcring diffioale sbjocts, onecing 2 ew  country,
persusding 2 banker, soquiring bind, and mming drawings inco Ar this wape of my e, | do not want merely w0 be known a0

nsildings. | wanred vo dessomscrae cha one person could comlsine e whs bnalt imgrovsive things

architodure, caginocring, coonomin, mansgement, and tochnokogy

P e SN I weanst oo kmowr that, bocamsr | Bvod, some port of the workd bocame

ot hvabde.
There wai morhing wrong with cher defisdrion. A young person often

noods (o prove that the dicam is pomilde Icfore be can ok whas the

drcam is for.
I Taekay, [ difine sarcen differendly
| vy & .'.II-H,' dmigdanl of iy i Ly e e ik T ;'i:

I iis o ehr squere booaage of the building, bor wihether the boslding
Emproves the commulny sroond i

It i meot the siec of the tramsaction, bat whethor the poaple whao
rrusecd wous ase safer bocause of i

It b st the pousmsbect of cousinrses o whih Warid wadk, Duar whether
yonar work roduons mulforing, pretoots the onvironment, and gives the
RN EemcTation greater oondidenor im the Punuee.

:‘iuq,\;u slhain frac s -..lrjln'.i_[; l:«'\lrl'll‘l. thiust <am o B L ||.r|tnr‘; tnltﬁ;
without deponding pomanonily on your preionor. A tnac bogacy
should mot collapre when the foundor bkeaves the room

1! s EATT R nqh'\ h-r.p]ll‘n .l'-h'\] [ .;q,-nuer_ |
dovelopmont maodd koops. familics togothar, i one cheam-rmorgy
system. redudes envisonmental damage, of i one young immmigrant

KA -\..n.ll'jp.- Pioei AW WOV, Il‘ud AR
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Beyend your buildingy, companies, and schicoements, wiver kind of legacy do you bope to leave for your family, your

conpmuniry, and future prnerasions?

® B{HARD EiA
The kegacy | hope to leave is not 2 single building or company,
I It is & soury of tsinking.

Humunity often approsches proldems one dimension at a time.
We treat Food 31 an sgriculnaral Base, oRergy a8 a0 enginocring
e, howsing 1 3 reabotte bose, balth 5 3 medical base,
immigration st 2 political ivnse, and poverty 45 40 eoonOMIc Hase.

I |r|':-.' I il e .';-_' i AlcwR 7T (eRR r_.'r.f

Food depends on warer, bind, oransponuadon, enengy, bibor, snd
dimate. Houning determine scoci 1o work, education, health,
and Family wability. Encrgy mflecnoss nearly overy oot in
civilieerhon. A solutboen that bvwere ome oomg while I-_-u_rrni_-'t-_.:
pollution, dispbicemont, or illnos is not oruly dhidont. It ha
micrcly movrod the bunden somewhere bess vindble,

I

wuin! futiry prnerations to think in mulviple dimerinions

from b bepinning.

Agricalture hat been practioed in fundameneally smilar ways for
thousands of year: crops depond on seasons, birge arcas of land,
westher, wansporation, and long spply chaine | beliove
controllod-myvironment  agriculture and  vortical  hdroponic
farming cin allow s to produce far more food per onit of Lind,
dose o where poople live, with ks ransponation, fower

chemicili, and better controd over nutrition and water.

The energy question mant be sohved 38 the ame tme. The Eath
conesing cnosmous thomal and rencwshle-onergy  Posuroes.
Caencherrul TYsiemi, sadar Trrhmﬂn_q-r—t. WOLRPE, efficient
ervelopes, and ingegrared disericy systems can allow buildings and
Fasve to operate with much ke environmental impao

That is the thinking behind my visdon for an Eden Celestial Ciny
and neveero Biofwrme sgricoloure, housing, commerce, maobiliny,
water, data, and cean energy desigred 23 one living systern rather
thin as separate industrics fighting one another.

I do mot claim that every technical problem is already sobved
Innovation mus be toted, meawred, improved, and made
economically praceical. But the first sep b changing the quicition.

Inuesd of siking, "How can we make the cubting system slighely
bews hurmibul ¥ we should sl "How would we deshpn dhe ywstem B
higteragn Bealth, umd:. d:;;ml:-. srsd phse Eaarh's !wm-lﬁm bl
were Pedquircmments From the i dayl”
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For my community, | bope it is proof that an immigrant can bring
knowlodee from onc cvilizatdon, keam from another, and crcare
u‘-ﬂ:ﬁh:r\il;h.u I_'-:inn-g_ % po et

For fomerne Erneraion, 1 I'u'-|1,- it s a lqﬂ':uh&: el
MOEmCHE b0 one porson, bt 3 sygom thar allows many poople
nor live e pr:J-.,.n:-rth with the Fanth

The greaves begacy would be 3 wordd thar o longer needs w

remember who fing proposed the idea beomse the idea hx
become ordinary Efe.

i 3
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When futsre generations read abost Richverd Xia many years from now, whar do you bope they snderstand - not only
about your profesional achicoements, but aboxt your valucs, yoser family, and e legacy you hope to leave bebind?

® RACHARD HIA

| do mot want Future generation to remember me only through
square  foce, project valwes, companice. court reconds, of
prodoudonal tikes

Theose things may hedp describe what happened. but they cannot
explain why | lived the way [ did.

I hope they undertand that before | wat a developer, | was a lintde
boy lntening to his mother read. Before [ protecied investors, |

wan an obder brother told o protect a ssser whose hife had once
been fragile. Before | became an engineer, | watched a father keave
before dawn becawse he bedioved work wan a duty. Before 1 spole
abour the American Dveam, | was an immigrant kooking down
froem an airplane 3t a cty wheee he did nog know ane person.

| Exper ANy semelerarand thur Ll If'r-:."f.a.'-r-:'-'m.' e proe
frem ohase family lerons,

I The books pare ma imuayination
My mother's defome of 2 frighsened dhild gave me the courage
question nules withour abandoning respomaibilicy.

t _'.:[1 e,

My shser sming on dhe back of 3 bicyde give me 3 Bfelong
understanding of s

Py § ol ie-nearlr o ¥ AT B PPl for msiery

I Ay wifr and children gave the work 2 future beyond myself.

I ahsos hope Forure generations endersand that | was mot 3 perfec
penon and did not eravel an easy road. | made difficul decigons. |
entcred complicased fickds. 1 was praised. doubeod, supported.
socused, and sested. Some people uw innovation where others aw
irvegularicy. Some sw prosection where othen ow sk

I [ bape bivory will examine the full baman and phrysical

i wored g 1T} ;‘:El'r PR

B e chusn chuse, | bope dee Furure mukes muny of our presem
problems kook ancient.

46 | Capitol Times Magazine

I hope children somodiay find it asonithing that we once burned
Enomows amsounts of energy (o transport fragile food thousands
of miles while prople in the neighborhoodh along the route Licked
scocis o frosh auriton. | hope they are amared thar agricaloure
depended so hewvily on westher, chombcals, and lmived sexsons
when food could be produced locally in controlled, dean
CTVEPOAMCRLL

I hope che bdey char healthy food wis too cxpensive for many
femilisr woondt o them like an mri-:[ur 'rugfd}' . mmnh':ns
humanity finally became intcligent onough to keave bohind.

If fatare generations read my name, 1 hope they do not condude
ey chur Blichasd Xis wancad ||.1-i'|-|.|.|.l.|ilup' pn'-in'h

I Bope tiey endersrasd rive § wanied to enlerpe iy
e

definiran of devedopricRl i),

Development should mean more than increning property value,
It should mean inarexing the value of human life

And perhaps, muny veans from now, the mos meaningful thing
they can say about me willl be very simple:

He was given looe, knowledge, and spportaniry - and be
spent bis life orying o retsrn them fo the world i a

l'.lr'_ffl' oy, ”
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Richard, your joserncy refiects perseverance, vision, and opportunity. [f you could speak directly to every young dreamer,
immigrant, entreprencar, or family working toward a better futwre, what menape wosld you leave themn abowt cosrape,
baardd work, faich, family, and the enduring promise of the American Dream?

® RECHARD ML A

To every young deesmer. immigrant. entreprencar, student,

parent, o family trving to create a beteer funure, 1 would begin
e not snderestinnate the posoer of the swaall thingy thae
_i"'mrnf.j-:!x

A book read by your mother may bocome the imagination with

which you redesign 2 dity.

A farber's lony working day may become the discipline
thsat corries yous Hrrospl & crivis.

A younger siver trasting you on a bicyde may teach you moee
sbowrt kesderdhip chan sy business school.

A spouse waiting through another difficolt night may be the
reason vou romain human when the wordd measares vou only by
i,

A childs worrked quedion muy begome the beginning of an
Enverschon MmN 0 [EROUECT 3 PETSCTNDNL.

We often imagine that courage armives a1 3 dramaric feeling. Mot
o the dme, by dos no.

l Cosrape i lracing bonge wisle aill bedng i1,

Coursge b cmucring 3 classroom where your mind  works
differently 2nd refudng o believe thae difference s 3 defiect.
Courage iv calling a banker when you have no inherited name to
offcr, only preparation and conviction.

Cowrape i looking at a closed door and adking whwiber
amatber door ram be :inl‘:aq':d.

Coirage i coRTiRuing .l_',I'nT _IEHF.IM-I'_'}'-‘.I.IJ Ieew redued ra
seemething you do mer recogmize.

My mother onoe wdd me that 3 key was not imponant bocause
snother key could be mude, | have carvied char kesson through my
entire life.

I s mat Ler by Lo i.-__r':-u.-' |'.-.'_'| ronrinee you Hhal coery o iy

r.I:m.i"rJ.
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Hard work s abso important, but work alone & not enough. Work
deeply. Learn the visible and invisible pars. Undenstand the
foundation. not only the facade. Bocome so Eamiliar with your
craft that, like the engineer in myy father's story. you know where
the mark belongs.

Bist do not worship work so complercly that you fonger the poople
whio are wealting for vou 2 home.

1 kowed sy work and rercly experienied it 35 sacrifice. Onby Lirer
did | vnderitand that the people beide me had sacrificed dime,
peaee, and ceruadmny so | ooodd continue. Honor them while vou
will have the oppormunity. A succenful peoject cannot repay 2
childhood you were soo buvy to witness.

Faith dors not mean believing that the rosd will be cay or that
cvery institution will andortand you.

Faith mcani belicving thar 3 wonhy purpose remains worthy
during the dirk part of the joumey.

There will h:rmunl‘lmrhptﬂﬂwmlnhnwthﬂd
wivo you are without hesring evoryihing voa haped o wry. Theee
will be conorsces thar i, parmners who change position,
inuhu:imulhumiquﬂrnulﬂ.;ndw:mmhhrﬁrlhmdu
oncs you exproied.

l Do mot allosr thaie momenty fo miake vou il

Learm. Adspe. Defend the muh Lewiully, Lisen cven when
Eiszeming hures. Corrocr your own misaber. Refuie vo lor saffering
become hannd.



CAPITOL TIMES

THE AMERICAN DREAM EDITION
AUGUST 2026 - Vol . 2 Issue 38

A sorm can revead dhe weskness of 3 stnoctare, but it can adso
tevesl the ql'rrl;!l'i |ﬂ.|:1. Hmiridn e v

I ."n"; der | Sl ¥ o S

The world may know your title, but vour Family knows yous
bazsrr. Wheni J-'l_'llqjuhr d.iuﬁ'ﬂm el tedsmemnbeee the e o
exivoed before the schicvement. When scoution appears, they
remember the life thar exbsved before the headline, Their kove docs
nog remove pesponadbiliny, but it can renum vou o the arength
reqquired no carry it

And rememiber fiar the American Dveam & not
T EVATE P R 'Il.r.r:'. F
FUEERL e MY JFE dd [LE e

I Fe b p LT I_‘-r meier o coetrrimtron

Amcrica gave mc oducation, oppormunsty, profossonal s, and
the Freedom 1o combine Rckds thar ether poople kept scparate. I
abwy gave mie tests | never imagined. Through both the generosiy
and the pain, | have contimeod 1o bedicve that the counry's
greanesy srength b o capaciy for self-corroction snd roncwal

The deexm pernadng alive whemever 3 newooemer B |L'-_‘n!1_¢~d !h.
Preparaion rather than Inestny; Whenever 3 (eaChe Feqiguires
unfamilisr kind of insclligoncs whenover capital mepport arcation
ratfuee chun :ﬁ:—.nr]:. nru.'l:n_gulur, whenever rmInaEoss Chows
ouch over pride; and whenever sacces: enlunges opponuniny for
SoEOne ol

Creatre niliee for yoar mefpidorbosd, your couniry, dud

peopic ou mAY BEOCT M.

[eaign food systema that powrih rather than pohon. Baild encegy
watems thet devedop dvidizathon withour dewroving the Eamh,
Create cities that allow familic to romain together. Use
tcchnology 1o increase human dignicy, not oo make human beings
foel umnecesary

The mwnre vl Vil Cremte for othen, the moee fally WO LT thie

mieaning of the Amevican Dream.

I croawed an ocean carrving knowlodge from China, hope from my

parents, trax froem my shiter, love from my family, and an

unfinithed vison of what the funere might beoome.

.r ANEEY ST .'I X r.r|II|l'.|r1 [ ;"r"- FTRRLTY |r rl'.|';.r .:,'_:.
L ¥

expericned years thar Brosyia mc fe Erars

Jrice of fina

lwoge mmcly the povermey bus meant.

Kometiones feary are iy smderstanding

SO o CHELY pTion sl -.uruinr:t: a7 ke hg-mn:.‘h-_[-_, g -.uu..,!.-n!.: iy
the middle of a storm, [ keave this mevage

I, Krep yoser mond open

ST ENGE Sl

I Keep your family near,

ALTP To&r LD BINPCT TR PoRr AT
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One day, 1 hope the ideas [ carried will no bonger belong to me. |
hope they will have bocome diean energr, healthy food, humane
chthes, opporTunity, armf !“'i"" im the Bves of chibdoen [ owill never

TR

The more value you create for others, the more fully you enter the

miedaning of the American Dream.
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In the sweltering July heat of 2026, President Donald Jj
Trump took to the East Room of the White House for a
primetime address to the nation. The message was blunt,
unapologetic, and overdue: American elections belong to
American citizens—and only American citizens. The
centerpiece of that address, and of the White House’s
legislative agenda this summer, is the Safeguard American
Voter Eligibility Act, better known as the SAVE Act or
SAVE America Act.

For years, elites in Washington, the media, and left-wing
advocacy groups have dismissed concerns about election
integrity as conspiracy theories or “voter suppression.” Trump’s
second administration is treating those concerns as the national
security and democratic legitimacy crisis they are. The SAVE Act
is not a peripheral bill. It is the White House’s top election
priority because the alternative—continuing a system of self-
attestation, mass mail ballots, and porous voter rolls—invites
chaos, foreign interference, and the slow erosion of public trust.

The SAVE Act amends the National Voter Registration Act of 1993
to require documentary proof of U.S. citizenship when
registering to vote in federal elections. Acceptable

—m PRE SIDENT | documents include a U.S. passport, a REAL ID-compliant

identification indicating citizenship, a certified birth

TRUMP ? S FIGHT certificate paired with photo ID, military identification with

birth records, naturalization certificates, or other specific

FOR ELECTION federal documents. States must verify citizenship using

federal databases such as the Department of Homeland
INTE GRI TY Security’s SAVE system and Social Security Administration
records. Non-citizens found on the rolls must be removed.
WHY THE WHITE HOUSE IS The bill also requires photo identification at the polls and
MAKING THE SAVE ACT A sharply restricts no-excuse mail-in ballots, limiting them to

NATIONAL PRIORITY m cases of illness, disability, military
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service, or travel. Criminal penalties apply for knowingly assisting non-citizens
in registering or voting, and for election officials who process applications
without the required proof.

These are not radical demands. They are the baseline standards of nearly every
serious democracy on earth. India, Brazil, Germany, Canada, Denmark, and Sweden
all tie voter eligibility more tightly to verified citizenship and identification than the
United States currently does. The White House has repeatedly noted that America
lags behind peer nations in basic election protections. Requiring a citizen to prove he
is, in fact, a citizen is not suppression. It is sovereignty.

In his July 16 address, President Trump cited a Department of Homeland Security review that
identified approximately 278,000 non-citizens registered to vote in federal elections based on
state voter rolls and public records. Because several Democrat-led states refused to share their
full voter files, the White House correctly notes that the true number is higher. Even the
partial figure is damning. A system that allows hundreds of thousands of non-citizens onto the
rolls—whether through error, fraud, or deliberate negligence—is a system that has failed its
first duty.

Critics immediately rushed to “fact-check” the number downward, arguing that non-citizen voting
remains rare. That misses the point entirely. The question is not how many illegal votes were

successfully cast last cycle; the question is whether the registration system is designed to
prevent illegal registration in the first place. Self-attestation—checking a box that says “I am a
citizen”—is not verification. It is an invitation. Under the previous open-borders regime,
millions of illegal aliens entered the country. Many obtained driver’s licenses or state IDs in
sanctuary jurisdictions. When those same jurisdictions treat voter registration as a social
service rather than a sacred civic duty, the results are predictable.

Heritage Foundation tracking and state audits have repeatedly uncovered
non-citizens on rolls and, in some cases, casting ballots. Louisiana’s
secretary of state found hundreds. Georgia and Utah audits turned up
smaller but still illegal numbers. Even one illegal vote cancels the legal
vote of an American citizen. Hundreds of thousands of registrations
create the opportunity for far more. The SAVE Act closes the door.

Foreign adversaries have noticed the vulnerability. White House
documents released alongside the president’s address detail Chinese
acquisition and exploitation of American voter data, vulnerabilities in
electronic voting and ballot-counting systems, and specific investigations
into registration irregularities. A nation that cannot guarantee its voter
rolls are limited to its own citizens is a nation open to manipulation.
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Trump’s focus on election integrity did not begin in
2026. It was forged in the contested aftermath of 2020
and refined through four years of relentless attacks on
the idea that elections must be secure. Upon returning
to the White House, the president made clear that
restoring confidence in the ballot box was non-
negotiable. The SAVE Act, first advanced in the
House and passed there in 2025, became the concrete
expression of that commitment.

House Republicans have advanced the measure
multiple times. The Senate remains the bottleneck,
thanks to the 60-vote filibuster threshold and the
familiar hesitation of a handful of Republicans more
concerned about process complaints than principle.
Some senators warn of implementation challenges for
rural voters or married women whose names no
longer match birth certificates. Those concerns are
real—and addressable. The bill already contemplates
affidavits
accommodations for the disabled. States can and

under penalty of perjury and
should help citizens obtain the necessary documents.

What cannot be compromised is the principle itself:

only citizens vote.

53 | Capitol Times Magazine

Left-wing groups and Democratic leaders frame the
SAVE Act as an attack on democracy. Their preferred
system—same-day registration, unrestricted mail
ballots, automatic registration through motor-voter
agencies, and minimal verification—maximizes
turnout while minimizing accountability. That system
benefits parties and candidates who rely on high-
volume, low-scrutiny voting. It does not benefit the
citizen who works a full day, shows up to vote, and
expects his ballot to count equally with every other

legal ballot.

Claims that millions of Americans lack the documents
needed to prove citizenship are overstated and often
deliberately so. Most Americans already possess a
passport, birth certificate, or REAL ID. For those who
do not, the solution is to help them obtain the
documents—not to abandon the requirement. Married
women who changed their names have long navigated
the same paperwork for passports, Social Security,
and bank accounts. The idea that asking for proof of
citizenship is uniquely burdensome for voting is
political theater.

The deeper objection is philosophical. Progressives
have spent decades expanding the concept of
“democracy” to mean maximum participation, even
by non-citizens in some local elections. Conservatives
still believe democracy means government by the
consent of the governed—the governed being citizens.

The SAVE Act draws that line clearly.

Midterm elections approach. Trust in the process
remains fragile after years of polarized claims and
counter-claims. The White House is right to treat the
SAVE Act as urgent. Attaching it to must-pass funding
legislation is a legitimate legislative tactic when the
alternative is indefinite delay. Senate conservatives
allied with the president understand this. Those who
prefer endless process objections risk becoming the
defenders of a status quo that invites skepticism.
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Election integrity is not a partisan luxury.

It is the precondition for every other policy
debate. Without confidence that only citizens
decide American elections, the legitimacy of
the winners—and the willingness of the
losers to accept results—erodes.

President Trump’s administration has chosen
to confront that erosion head-on rather than
manage it with soothing rhetoric.

THE SAVE ACT
IS STRAIGHTFORWARD.
M Prove you are a citizen,

E Show identification.
E Cast a ballot that can be verified.

These are the rules of a senous
republic. The White House has
made them a national priority
because the alternative is
continued vulnerability, continued
doubt, and the slow death of
public faith in the one process
that binds the nation together.

CONGRESS SHOULD PASS
THE BILL.

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
HAVE WAITED LONG ENOUGH.
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AMERICA'S GREATEST PROMISE

The Enduring Power of the American Dream

By David Colbert

As the United States approaches its 250th birthday, a familiar dirge rises from the progressive left: the
American Dream is dead. Bernie Sanders calls it a “nightmare.” Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and her allies insist
the system is rigged by billionaires, systemic racism, and capitalism itself. A recent Gallup poll commissioned
with the Milken Center found that only 46 percent of Americans still believe everyone has the opportunity to
achieve it—down from 51 percent just two years earlier. Democrats are three times more likely than
Republicans to declare the Dream a failure. Yet the data, the lived experience of millions, and the stubborn
reality of American achievement tell a different story. The American Dream is not dead. It is under assault—
from the very forces that claim to champion the little guy. Its enduring power lies precisely in the principles
the left seeks to dismantle: individual liberty, free enterprise, personal responsibility, the nuclear family, and
the rule of law. These are not nostalgic relics. They remain the greatest engine of human flourishing the world
has ever known.

James Truslow Adams coined the phrase in 1931: a dream of a land “in which life should be better and richer
and fuller for every man, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement.” Not according to
identity group. Not according to government redistribution. Not according to the latest academic theory of
equity. According to ability and achievement. That promise is written into the Declaration’s assertion of equal
creation and unalienable rights, and into a Constitution designed to limit government so free people can rise.

55 | Capitol Times Magazine
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Conservatives still hold to this definition. Liberals have quietly rewritten it. As the Heritage Foundation has
documented, the left now treats the Dream as a demand for equal outcomes engineered by the state. Income
inequality becomes the mortal sin; mobility and rising living standards are dismissed as inconvenient facts.
Focus on inequality, Heritage argues, “embraces a very different American Dream” that prioritizes
egalitarianism and statism over opportunity.

The evidence that the traditional Dream still works is overwhelming. Absolute material progress continues.
Inflation-adjusted post-tax-and-transfer incomes have risen substantially across the distribution. Poverty,
properly measured by consumption rather than the flawed official rate, has fallen dramatically. Low-income
households today enjoy amenities—air conditioning, multiple televisions, vehicles, smartphones—that would
have astonished the middle class of 1960. The United States still leads the world in per-capita GDP, innovation,
and the creation of world-beating companies. Twenty of the 25 largest global firms are headquartered here.

Immigrants understand this better than many native-born Americans. Foreign-born adults are more likely to
define the Dream as opportunity rather than security, more likely to believe hard work gets you ahead, and more
optimistic about the future. They are living proof. Nearly half of the 2025 Fortune 500 companies were founded
by immigrants or their children. Elon Musk arrived from South Africa and built Tesla and SpaceX. Sergey Brin
fled the Soviet Union as a child and co-founded Google. Hamdi Ulukaya, a Turkish immigrant, turned a
shuttered yogurt plant into Chobani and employed thousands. These are not anomalies. They are the American
system working as designed.

Yes, absolute mobility—the share of children who earn more than their parents—has declined from the
extraordinary rates of the post-World War II generation. Raj Chetty’s well-known research found the figure
falling from roughly 90 percent for those born in 1940 to about 50 percent for those born in the 1980s. That is a
real challenge. But it is not proof the Dream is dead, nor is it primarily the result of “greed” or “rigged
capitalism.” Relative mobility has remained more stable. And the drivers of the decline are cultural and policy
failures the left refuses to confront.

The most devastating is the collapse of the family. Out-of-wedlock births have soared from about 10 percent in
1970 to over 40 percent overall and nearly 70 percent among Black Americans. Children raised in intact, married
households have dramatically higher odds of upward mobility, educational attainment, and escape from poverty.
The welfare state, expanded massively since the 1960s, has subsidized single parenthood and penalized
marriage. It has spent trillions while trapping generations in dependency. Able-bodied adults who do not work,
or work only sporadically, cannot climb. The culture of work itself has eroded; media and elite messaging often
treat industriousness as optional or even oppressive.

Public education has failed the poor most of all. Despite doubled real spending per pupil, proficiency rates
remain dismal, especially for minority students. Teachers’ unions protect mediocrity and resist choice.
Occupational licensing has exploded, blocking entry into trades that once offered ladders for the non-college-
bound. Zoning and land-use regulations drive up housing costs in the very coastal metros that preach equity
while pricing out the working class. A regulatory state that costs the economy trillions annually and a fiscal
trajectory of unsustainable debt both mortgage the future of the next generation.
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Then there is the cultural poison of grievance
ideology. Identity politics teaches young people that
their fate is determined by race, gender, or historical
grievance rather than character, effort, and choices.
DEI regimes in corporations and universities actively
discriminate against the competent in the name of
equity. This is the opposite of the American Dream. It
replaces the color-blind ideal of Martin Luther King
Jr. with a neo-racial hierarchy. It tells strivers that the
game is fixed against them—precisely the message
that discourages the hard work the Dream requires. As
Michael Strain of the American Enterprise Institute
has warned, the claim that the Dream is dead,
repeated by populists of left and right, risks becoming
a self-fulfilling prophecy.

The left’s preferred solutions—higher taxes, more
redistribution, industrial policy that picks winners,
open borders without assimilation, and ever-
expanding bureaucracy—worsen the problem. They
expand the state that already crowds out private
initiative. They weaken the family and the work ethic.
They treat Americans as clients rather than citizens.
History shows that societies which prioritize equality
of outcome over equality of opportunity stagnate.
Venezuela, Cuba, and the late Soviet Union are not

models; they are warnings.

What, then, preserves the Dream? First, restore
economic freedom: cut the regulatory thicket, reform
occupational licensing, and allow housing markets to
function. Second, reform the safety net so it is
temporary and work-oriented, ending marriage
penalties. Third, break the education monopoly with
school choice so every child, regardless of zip code,
can acquire the skills the modern economy rewards.
Fourth, celebrate and protect the cultural foundations:
marriage, delayed gratification, patriotism, and
assimilation for legal immigrants who come to
become Americans, not to transform America into a

balkanized collection of grievances.
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Then there is the cultural poison of grievance
ideology. Identity politics teaches young people that
their fate is determined by race, gender, or historical
grievance rather than character, effort, and choices.
DEI regimes in corporations and universities actively
discriminate against the competent in the name of
equity. This is the opposite of the American Dream. It
replaces the color-blind ideal of Martin Luther King
Jr. with a neo-racial hierarchy. It tells strivers that the
game is fixed against them—precisely the message
that discourages the hard work the Dream requires. As
Michael Strain of the American Enterprise Institute
has warned, the claim that the Dream is dead,
repeated by populists of left and right, risks becoming
a self-fulfilling prophecy.

The American Dream has never been a guarantee of
equal results. It has always been a promise of equal
dignity under law and the freedom to rise as far as
talent and effort allow. That promise is why people
still risk everything to reach these shores. It is why,
even amid declining confidence in universal
opportunity, 78 percent of Americans still say the
Dream is important to strive for and nearly 70 percent

believe they personally can achieve it.

As we mark 250 years, the choice is stark. We can
listen to those who declare the Dream a cruel myth
and demand ever more power for the state to “fix” it.
Or we can recommit to the principles that made it

real: limited government, free markets, strong
families, and a culture that honors work and
achievement. The Dream endures not because

government delivers it, but because free people pursue
it. That is America’s greatest promise. It is still ours to
keep—or to squander.
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The Growing Debate Over Socialism,
Communism, and America's Future




THE AMERICAN DREAM EDITION
CAPITOL TIMES AUGUST 2026 - Vol . 2 Issue 38

For generations, the United States stood as the world's
leading defender of free markets, constitutional
government, private property, and individual liberty.
During the Cold War, Americans understood the
difference between freedom and totalitarianism
because millions had witnessed the consequences of
communist rule across Eastern Europe, China, Cuba,
North Korea, and the Soviet Union. Today, however, a
new ideological debate is reshaping American
politics. Increasing numbers of younger Americans
express favorable opinions toward socialism, while
progressive politicians increasingly embrace policies
that conservatives argue expand government control
over the economy and everyday life. Polling also
shows that many Americans believe the nation has
drifted away from its founding principles, fueling a
broader national debate over the future of the
American experiment.

For conservatives, this is not merely another election
issue. It is a battle over the nation's identity.

A Generational Shift

Recent polling has revealed a significant generational
divide. While older Americans generally retain

favorable views of capitalism, younger voters are
more divided. Surveys conducted by the libertarian Cato Institute found that younger Americans express
greater openness toward socialism than previous generations, and a notable minority even view communism
favorably. Other national polling similarly shows ideological differences between generations, though support
varies depending on how questions are phrased and what respondents understand by the terms "socialism'"
and "communism."’

Conservatives argue that these trends reflect a growing lack of historical understanding. Millions of
Americans under the age of thirty never experienced the Cold War, never watched the Berlin Wall fall, and
never lived under the constant threat of Soviet nuclear confrontation. To many younger voters, socialism is
associated with expanded government services rather than with the authoritarian systems that ruled much of
the twentieth century.

Critics of socialism contend that this distinction is dangerous because economic systems and political power
often become closely linked. They argue that history demonstrates how concentrated government control over
the economy can also concentrate political authority.
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The Conservative Warning

Across  conservative institutions—including
policy organizations, commentators, and elected
officials—a consistent message has emerged:
America's greatest strength has always been
individual freedom rather than centralized
government.

The Heritage Foundation recently argued that
America faces challenges involving declining
patriotism, weakened civic identity, and renewed
ideological conflict over the nation's founding
principles. Heritage scholars contend that
preserving constitutional government requires
strengthening civic education, national identity,
and respect for America's constitutional
traditions.

Many conservatives believe that socialism
fundamentally changes the relationship between
citizens and  government. Rather than
government serving the people, they argue,
socialism gradually makes citizens increasingly
dependent  upon  government  programs,
regulations, and bureaucracies.

President Donald Trump has repeatedly framed
socialism and communism as incompatible with
the American constitutional system, warning that
expanding federal power threatens economic
liberty and individual freedom. During the 2026
political debate, Republican leaders have
continued emphasizing this contrast while
criticizing the growing influence of democratic
socialist candidates within parts of the
Democratic Party.
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Capitalism Built the American
Dream

The American Dream has never promised equal outcomes. Instead,
it promised equal opportunity under the law. That distinction
remains central to conservative philosophy.

From Silicon Valley innovators to family-owned farms across the
Midwest, American capitalism has rewarded innovation,
entrepreneurship, investment, and hard work. While no economic
system is perfect, conservatives argue that capitalism has lifted
more people out of poverty than any alternative in human history.

Private enterprise produced revolutionary advances in medicine,
transportation, communications, computing, and artificial
intelligence. It rewarded risk-taking and competition rather than
political loyalty.

The Historical Record

History remains central to the conservative critique.

Throughout the twentieth century, communist governments
exercised extensive state control over economic activity while
severely restricting political freedoms. Countries including the
former Soviet Union, Maoist China, Cambodia under the Khmer
Rouge, North Korea, Cuba, and Eastern European communist
states experienced varying degrees of political repression,
censorship, and economic hardship under authoritarian rule.

Historians continue to debate specific historical interpretations and
casualty estimates across these regimes. However, there is broad
scholarly agreement that many communist governments engaged
in widespread political repression and large-scale human rights
abuses.

Conservatives argue that these historical experiences should
remain part of public education whenever socialism or
communism is discussed.
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Why Are Young Americans Listening?

Conservatives acknowledge that frustration exists.
Housing costs have increased.

College debt remains significant for many graduates.

Younger Americans face higher living expenses and economic uncertainty.

Those concerns are genuine.

The disagreement centers on the solution.

Progressive politicians frequently argue that larger government programs, expanded public spending, and

increased regulation can address these challenges. Conservatives instead argue for policies that encourage

economic growth through lower taxes, deregulation, energy production, workforce development, educational

choice, and private-sector investment. The debate therefore is not whether problems exist. It is whether more

government or more economic freedom offers the better answer.

Education and Civic Knowledge

Many conservatives believe America's educational
system has increasingly emphasized criticism of the
nation's failures while giving less attention to its
constitutional achievements and democratic
institutions.

They argue that students should learn honestly about
slavery, segregation, and discrimination while also
understanding the Constitution, separation of powers,
religious liberty, federalism, private property, and the
extraordinary expansion of freedom that followed the
nation's founding.

Without historical context, conservatives warn, younger
Americans may underestimate the importance of
constitutional protections that previous generations
fought to preserve.
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Faith, Family, and Freedom

Conservatism traditionally views economic freedom as only one pillar of American society.
Strong families.
Religious liberty.
Local communities.
Personal responsibility.

Limited government.

These principles are often presented together rather than separately. Recent polling also suggests that many
Americans continue placing high importance on religious freedom and constitutional rights, issues that remain
central to conservative political priorities. Conservatives argue that preserving these institutions reduces
dependence upon centralized government by strengthening civil society itself.

The Political Landscape

America's ideological divide continues to widen.

Research from Pew shows that highly engaged conservative
voters increasingly describe themselves as MAGA supporter
supporting smaller government, stricter immigration policies,
traditional social values, and free-market economics. At the
same time, progressive activists continue advocating expanded
government involvement in healthcare, education, housing,
labor policy, and wealth redistribution.

This growing polarization is unlikely to disappear soon.

Instead, it is becoming one of the defining political questions
heading toward America's next generation of elections.
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The Real Red Play Book

For conservatives, the phrase "Red Play Book" is not
merely political rhetoric. It represents a warning against
expanding centralized government authority beyond
constitutional limits. Critics of socialism argue that
history repeatedly demonstrates how excessive
government control can diminish economic freedom,
weaken private enterprise, and increase political
dependence on the state. Supporters of democratic
socialism reject that characterization, arguing instead for
stronger social safety nets within democratic institutions.
The disagreement reflects fundamentally different
visions of government's proper role.

Conservatives maintain that America's success has never
depended on government planning.

It depended on free citizens.
Free markets.

Free speech.

Private property.

Religious liberty.

And constitutional limits on government power.

America's Choice

As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, Americans increasingly ask whether the nation remains
faithful to its founding ideals. Polling suggests many believe the country has moved away from those principles
even while remaining optimistic about America's long-term future.

That debate will shape elections.
It will shape education.
It will shape economic policy.

Most importantly, it will shape the next generation of Americans. The question facing voters is larger than
Democrats versus Republicans. It is whether America will continue emphasizing constitutional liberty, free
enterprise, and limited government—or embrace a larger role for government in directing economic and social
life. Conservatives believe the answer should remain clear. The American Dream was never built by
government decree. It was built by free people pursuing opportunity under the Constitution.That, they argue,
remains the strongest playbook America has ever written.
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	Vision shapes history. Throughout the modern era, the world's greatest innovators have transformed ambitious ideas into projects that redefine how people live, work, and build for future generations. Richard Xia belongs to that tradition of visionary leadership.
	As President of Da Vinci Development Group (DVDG), Founder of EcoVerve Energy Solutions, President of Fleet Financial Group, and Board Director and Senior Partner of Xingchuan Open-ended Fund Company, Richard Xia has dedicated his career to advancing large-scale urban development, clean energy, intelligent infrastructure, aerospace mobility, and AI-powered agriculture. His interdisciplinary background spans architecture, civil engineering, industrial management, financial economics, economics, and computer information systems, bringing together engineering precision with long-term strategic vision.
	Over more than two decades, Richard Xia has led projects across the United States, the Middle East, Africa, and Asia, developing concepts that integrate smart cities, net-zero energy systems, vertical farming, intelligent transportation, sustainable architecture, and next-generation infrastructure. His work reflects a commitment to combining technological innovation with environmental responsibility while addressing the challenges of rapid urbanization, energy security, and economic development.
	Among his signature initiatives is HuaXia Celestial City, a comprehensive vision for future urban ecosystems that integrates artificial intelligence, clean energy, advanced agriculture, and intelligent infrastructure into a unified development framework. His organizations are also advancing projects involving vertical bio-farms, urban air mobility, distributed clean energy systems, and smart city technologies designed to support more resilient and sustainable communities.
	This exclusive Capitol Times interview is not about Richard Xia's businesses or development projects. Instead, it offers readers a rare look into his personal life—his upbringing, family, values, struggles, inspirations, and the life experiences that shaped his American Dream.
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	ANIL ANWAR : After traveling the world and building projects across continents, what does the word "home" mean to you today?
	RICHARD XIA : Home has changed meaning many times in my life. At first, home was the place where my mother read to me before sleep, where lunch appeared after a bicycle journey I did not yet understand, and where my little sister came to sit beside me because she believed I could protect her. Later, home was the country I left and carried with me - its language, poetry, engineering discipline, family memory, and thousands of years of cultural imagination.
	Then America became another home. It was the place where I studied, where my wife joined me, where I found land, built buildings, raised a family, and learned both the generosity and the difficulty of the American Dream.
	As I traveled and worked across continents, home became less connected to ownership and more connected to responsibility.
	Home is where the people I love can live with dignity.
	Home is where a child can drink clean water without fear.
	Home is where food nourishes rather than harms, where energy supports life without destroying the environment, and where people do not have to leave everyone they love merely to survive.

	Today, when I say home, I ultimately mean the Earth.
	We speak of countries as if the atmosphere stops at a border, as if polluted water remains obediently inside one jurisdiction, or as if hunger in one place cannot become instability somewhere else. But the planet is one connected home, and humanity has been treating it like a building in which everyone is responsible only for his own room.
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	In the sweltering July heat of 2026, President Donald J. Trump took to the East Room of the White House for a primetime address to the nation. The message was blunt, unapologetic, and overdue: American elections belong to American citizens—and only American citizens. The centerpiece of that address, and of the White House’s legislative agenda this summer, is the Safeguard American Voter Eligibility Act, better known as the SAVE Act or SAVE America Act.
	For years, elites in Washington, the media, and left-wing advocacy groups have dismissed concerns about election integrity as conspiracy theories or “voter suppression.” Trump’s second administration is treating those concerns as the national security and democratic legitimacy crisis they are. The SAVE Act is not a peripheral bill. It is the White House’s top election priority because the alternative—continuing a system of self-attestation, mass mail ballots, and porous voter rolls—invites chaos, foreign interference, and the slow erosion of public trust.
	The SAVE Act amends the National Voter Registration Act of 1993
	to require documentary proof of U.S. citizenship when registering to vote in federal elections. Acceptable documents include a U.S. passport, a REAL ID-compliant identification indicating citizenship, a certified birth certificate paired with photo ID, military identification with birth records, naturalization certificates, or other specific federal documents. States must verify citizenship using federal databases such as the Department of Homeland Security’s SAVE system and Social Security Administration records. Non-citizens found on the rolls must be removed. The bill also requires photo identification at the polls and sharply restricts no-excuse mail-in ballots, limiting them to cases of illness, disability, military


	PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIGHT FOR ELECTION INTEGRITY
	WHY THE WHITE HOUSE IS MAKING THE SAVE ACT A NATIONAL PRIORITY
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	service, or travel. Criminal penalties apply for knowingly assisting non-citizens in registering or voting, and for election officials who process applications without the required proof.
	These are not radical demands. They are the baseline standards of nearly every serious democracy on earth. India, Brazil, Germany, Canada, Denmark, and Sweden all tie voter eligibility more tightly to verified citizenship and identification than the United States currently does. The White House has repeatedly noted that America lags behind peer nations in basic election protections. Requiring a citizen to prove he is, in fact, a citizen is not suppression. It is sovereignty.
	In his July 16 address, President Trump cited a Department of Homeland Security review that identified approximately 278,000 non-citizens registered to vote in federal elections based on state voter rolls and public records. Because several Democrat-led states refused to share their full voter files, the White House correctly notes that the true number is higher. Even the partial figure is damning. A system that allows hundreds of thousands of non-citizens onto the rolls—whether through error, fraud, or deliberate negligence—is a system that has failed its first duty.
	Critics immediately rushed to “fact-check” the number downward, arguing that non-citizen voting remains rare. That misses the point entirely. The question is not how many illegal votes were
	successfully cast last cycle; the question is whether the registration system is designed to prevent illegal registration in the first place. Self-attestation—checking a box that says “I am a
	citizen”—is not verification. It is an invitation. Under the previous open-borders regime, millions of illegal aliens entered the country. Many obtained driver’s licenses or state IDs in sanctuary jurisdictions. When those same jurisdictions treat voter registration as a social service rather than a sacred civic duty, the results are predictable.
	Heritage Foundation tracking and state audits have repeatedly uncovered non-citizens on rolls and, in some cases, casting ballots. Louisiana’s secretary of state found hundreds. Georgia and Utah audits turned up smaller but still illegal numbers. Even one illegal vote cancels the legal vote of an American citizen. Hundreds of thousands of registrations create the opportunity for far more. The SAVE Act closes the door.
	Foreign adversaries have noticed the vulnerability. White House documents released alongside the president’s address detail Chinese acquisition and exploitation of American voter data, vulnerabilities in electronic voting and ballot-counting systems, and specific investigations into registration irregularities. A nation that cannot guarantee its voter rolls are limited to its own citizens is a nation open to manipulation.
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	Trump’s focus on election integrity did not begin in 2026. It was forged in the contested aftermath of 2020 and refined through four years of relentless attacks on the idea that elections must be secure. Upon returning to the White House, the president made clear that restoring confidence in the ballot box was non-negotiable. The SAVE Act, first advanced in the House and passed there in 2025, became the concrete expression of that commitment.
	House Republicans have advanced the measure multiple times. The Senate remains the bottleneck, thanks to the 60-vote filibuster threshold and the familiar hesitation of a handful of Republicans more concerned about process complaints than principle. Some senators warn of implementation challenges for rural voters or married women whose names no longer match birth certificates. Those concerns are real—and addressable. The bill already contemplates affidavits under penalty of perjury and accommodations for the disabled. States can and should help citizens obtain the necessary documents. What cannot be compromised is the principle itself: only citizens vote.
	Left-wing groups and Democratic leaders frame the SAVE Act as an attack on democracy. Their preferred system—same-day registration, unrestricted mail ballots, automatic registration through motor-voter agencies, and minimal verification—maximizes turnout while minimizing accountability. That system benefits parties and candidates who rely on high-volume, low-scrutiny voting. It does not benefit the citizen who works a full day, shows up to vote, and expects his ballot to count equally with every other legal ballot.
	Claims that millions of Americans lack the documents needed to prove citizenship are overstated and often deliberately so. Most Americans already possess a passport, birth certificate, or REAL ID. For those who do not, the solution is to help them obtain the documents—not to abandon the requirement. Married women who changed their names have long navigated the same paperwork for passports, Social Security, and bank accounts. The idea that asking for proof of citizenship is uniquely burdensome for voting is political theater.
	The deeper objection is philosophical. Progressives have spent decades expanding the concept of “democracy” to mean maximum participation, even by non-citizens in some local elections. Conservatives still believe democracy means government by the consent of the governed—the governed being citizens. The SAVE Act draws that line clearly.
	Midterm elections approach. Trust in the process remains fragile after years of polarized claims and counter-claims. The White House is right to treat the SAVE Act as urgent. Attaching it to must-pass funding legislation is a legitimate legislative tactic when the alternative is indefinite delay. Senate conservatives allied with the president understand this. Those who prefer endless process objections risk becoming the defenders of a status quo that invites skepticism.
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	Election integrity is not a partisan luxury.
	It is the precondition for every other policy debate. Without confidence that only citizens decide American elections, the legitimacy of the winners—and the willingness of the losers to accept results—erodes.
	President Trump’s administration has chosen to confront that erosion head-on rather than manage it with soothing rhetoric.
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	AMERICA'S GREATEST PROMISE
	The Enduring Power of the American Dream
	By David Colbert
	As the United States approaches its 250th birthday, a familiar dirge rises from the progressive left: the American Dream is dead. Bernie Sanders calls it a “nightmare.” Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and her allies insist the system is rigged by billionaires, systemic racism, and capitalism itself. A recent Gallup poll commissioned with the Milken Center found that only 46 percent of Americans still believe everyone has the opportunity to achieve it—down from 51 percent just two years earlier. Democrats are three times more likely than Republicans to declare the Dream a failure. Yet the data, the lived experience of millions, and the stubborn reality of American achievement tell a different story. The American Dream is not dead. It is under assault—from the very forces that claim to champion the little guy. Its enduring power lies precisely in the principles the left seeks to dismantle: individual liberty, free enterprise, personal responsibility, the nuclear family, and the rule of law. These are not nostalgic relics. They remain the greatest engine of human flourishing the world has ever known.
	James Truslow Adams coined the phrase in 1931: a dream of a land “in which life should be better and richer and fuller for every man, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement.” Not according to identity group. Not according to government redistribution. Not according to the latest academic theory of equity. According to ability and achievement. That promise is written into the Declaration’s assertion of equal creation and unalienable rights, and into a Constitution designed to limit government so free people can rise.
	55 |


	CAPITOL TIMES
	THE AMERICAN DREAM EDITION
	AUGUST 2026 - Vol . 2 Issue 38

	Conservatives still hold to this definition. Liberals have quietly rewritten it. As the Heritage Foundation has documented, the left now treats the Dream as a demand for equal outcomes engineered by the state. Income inequality becomes the mortal sin; mobility and rising living standards are dismissed as inconvenient facts. Focus on inequality, Heritage argues, “embraces a very different American Dream” that prioritizes egalitarianism and statism over opportunity.
	The evidence that the traditional Dream still works is overwhelming. Absolute material progress continues. Inflation-adjusted post-tax-and-transfer incomes have risen substantially across the distribution. Poverty, properly measured by consumption rather than the flawed official rate, has fallen dramatically. Low-income households today enjoy amenities—air conditioning, multiple televisions, vehicles, smartphones—that would have astonished the middle class of 1960. The United States still leads the world in per-capita GDP, innovation, and the creation of world-beating companies. Twenty of the 25 largest global firms are headquartered here.
	Immigrants understand this better than many native-born Americans. Foreign-born adults are more likely to define the Dream as opportunity rather than security, more likely to believe hard work gets you ahead, and more optimistic about the future. They are living proof. Nearly half of the 2025 Fortune 500 companies were founded by immigrants or their children. Elon Musk arrived from South Africa and built Tesla and SpaceX. Sergey Brin fled the Soviet Union as a child and co-founded Google. Hamdi Ulukaya, a Turkish immigrant, turned a shuttered yogurt plant into Chobani and employed thousands. These are not anomalies. They are the American system working as designed.
	Yes, absolute mobility—the share of children who earn more than their parents—has declined from the extraordinary rates of the post-World War II generation. Raj Chetty’s well-known research found the figure falling from roughly 90 percent for those born in 1940 to about 50 percent for those born in the 1980s. That is a real challenge. But it is not proof the Dream is dead, nor is it primarily the result of “greed” or “rigged capitalism.” Relative mobility has remained more stable. And the drivers of the decline are cultural and policy failures the left refuses to confront.
	The most devastating is the collapse of the family. Out-of-wedlock births have soared from about 10 percent in 1970 to over 40 percent overall and nearly 70 percent among Black Americans. Children raised in intact, married households have dramatically higher odds of upward mobility, educational attainment, and escape from poverty. The welfare state, expanded massively since the 1960s, has subsidized single parenthood and penalized marriage. It has spent trillions while trapping generations in dependency. Able-bodied adults who do not work, or work only sporadically, cannot climb. The culture of work itself has eroded; media and elite messaging often treat industriousness as optional or even oppressive.
	Public education has failed the poor most of all. Despite doubled real spending per pupil, proficiency rates remain dismal, especially for minority students. Teachers’ unions protect mediocrity and resist choice. Occupational licensing has exploded, blocking entry into trades that once offered ladders for the non-college-bound. Zoning and land-use regulations drive up housing costs in the very coastal metros that preach equity while pricing out the working class. A regulatory state that costs the economy trillions annually and a fiscal trajectory of unsustainable debt both mortgage the future of the next generation.
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	Then there is the cultural poison of grievance ideology. Identity politics teaches young people that their fate is determined by race, gender, or historical grievance rather than character, effort, and choices. DEI regimes in corporations and universities actively discriminate against the competent in the name of equity. This is the opposite of the American Dream. It replaces the color-blind ideal of Martin Luther King Jr. with a neo-racial hierarchy. It tells strivers that the game is fixed against them—precisely the message that discourages the hard work the Dream requires. As Michael Strain of the American Enterprise Institute has warned, the claim that the Dream is dead, repeated by populists of left and right, risks becoming a self-fulfilling prophecy.
	The left’s preferred solutions—higher taxes, more redistribution, industrial policy that picks winners, open borders without assimilation, and ever-expanding bureaucracy—worsen the problem. They expand the state that already crowds out private initiative. They weaken the family and the work ethic. They treat Americans as clients rather than citizens. History shows that societies which prioritize equality of outcome over equality of opportunity stagnate. Venezuela, Cuba, and the late Soviet Union are not models; they are warnings.
	What, then, preserves the Dream? First, restore economic freedom: cut the regulatory thicket, reform occupational licensing, and allow housing markets to function. Second, reform the safety net so it is temporary and work-oriented, ending marriage penalties. Third, break the education monopoly with school choice so every child, regardless of zip code, can acquire the skills the modern economy rewards. Fourth, celebrate and protect the cultural foundations: marriage, delayed gratification, patriotism, and assimilation for legal immigrants who come to become Americans, not to transform America into a balkanized collection of grievances.
	Then there is the cultural poison of grievance ideology. Identity politics teaches young people that their fate is determined by race, gender, or historical grievance rather than character, effort, and choices. DEI regimes in corporations and universities actively discriminate against the competent in the name of equity. This is the opposite of the American Dream. It replaces the color-blind ideal of Martin Luther King Jr. with a neo-racial hierarchy. It tells strivers that the game is fixed against them—precisely the message that discourages the hard work the Dream requires. As Michael Strain of the American Enterprise Institute has warned, the claim that the Dream is dead, repeated by populists of left and right, risks becoming a self-fulfilling prophecy.
	The American Dream has never been a guarantee of equal results. It has always been a promise of equal dignity under law and the freedom to rise as far as talent and effort allow. That promise is why people still risk everything to reach these shores. It is why, even amid declining confidence in universal opportunity, 78 percent of Americans still say the Dream is important to strive for and nearly 70 percent believe they personally can achieve it.
	As we mark 250 years, the choice is stark. We can listen to those who declare the Dream a cruel myth and demand ever more power for the state to “fix” it. Or we can recommit to the principles that made it real: limited government, free markets, strong families, and a culture that honors work and achievement. The Dream endures not because government delivers it, but because free people pursue it. That is America’s greatest promise. It is still ours to keep—or to squander.
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	RED PLAY BOOK
	The Growing Debate Over Socialism, Communism, and America's Future
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	For generations, the United States stood as the world's leading defender of free markets, constitutional government, private property, and individual liberty. During the Cold War, Americans understood the difference between freedom and totalitarianism because millions had witnessed the consequences of communist rule across Eastern Europe, China, Cuba, North Korea, and the Soviet Union. Today, however, a new ideological debate is reshaping American politics. Increasing numbers of younger Americans express favorable opinions toward socialism, while progressive politicians increasingly embrace policies that conservatives argue expand government control over the economy and everyday life. Polling also shows that many Americans believe the nation has drifted away from its founding principles, fueling a broader national debate over the future of the American experiment.
	For conservatives, this is not merely another election issue. It is a battle over the nation's identity.
	A Generational Shift
	Recent polling has revealed a significant generational divide. While older Americans generally retain favorable views of capitalism, younger voters are
	more divided. Surveys conducted by the libertarian Cato Institute found that younger Americans express greater openness toward socialism than previous generations, and a notable minority even view communism favorably. Other national polling similarly shows ideological differences between generations, though support varies depending on how questions are phrased and what respondents understand by the terms "socialism" and "communism."
	Conservatives argue that these trends reflect a growing lack of historical understanding. Millions of Americans under the age of thirty never experienced the Cold War, never watched the Berlin Wall fall, and never lived under the constant threat of Soviet nuclear confrontation. To many younger voters, socialism is associated with expanded government services rather than with the authoritarian systems that ruled much of the twentieth century.
	Critics of socialism contend that this distinction is dangerous because economic systems and political power often become closely linked. They argue that history demonstrates how concentrated government control over the economy can also concentrate political authority.
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	The Conservative Warning
	Across conservative institutions—including policy organizations, commentators, and elected officials—a consistent message has emerged: America's greatest strength has always been individual freedom rather than centralized government.
	The Heritage Foundation recently argued that America faces challenges involving declining patriotism, weakened civic identity, and renewed ideological conflict over the nation's founding principles. Heritage scholars contend that preserving constitutional government requires strengthening civic education, national identity, and respect for America's constitutional traditions.
	Many conservatives believe that socialism fundamentally changes the relationship between citizens and government. Rather than government serving the people, they argue, socialism gradually makes citizens increasingly dependent upon government programs, regulations, and bureaucracies.
	President Donald Trump has repeatedly framed socialism and communism as incompatible with the American constitutional system, warning that expanding federal power threatens economic liberty and individual freedom. During the 2026 political debate, Republican leaders have continued emphasizing this contrast while criticizing the growing influence of democratic socialist candidates within parts of the Democratic Party.
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	Faith, Family, and Freedom
	Conservatism traditionally views economic freedom as only one pillar of American society.
	Strong families.
	Religious liberty.
	Local communities.
	Personal responsibility.
	Limited government.
	These principles are often presented together rather than separately. Recent polling also suggests that many Americans continue placing high importance on religious freedom and constitutional rights, issues that remain central to conservative political priorities. Conservatives argue that preserving these institutions reduces dependence upon centralized government by strengthening civil society itself.

	The Political Landscape
	America's ideological divide continues to widen.
	Research from Pew shows that highly engaged conservative voters increasingly describe themselves as MAGA supporter supporting smaller government, stricter immigration policies, traditional social values, and free-market economics. At the same time, progressive activists continue advocating expanded government involvement in healthcare, education, housing, labor policy, and wealth redistribution.
	This growing polarization is unlikely to disappear soon.
	Instead, it is becoming one of the defining political questions heading toward America's next generation of elections.
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	The Real Red Play Book
	For conservatives, the phrase "Red Play Book" is not merely political rhetoric. It represents a warning against expanding centralized government authority beyond constitutional limits. Critics of socialism argue that history repeatedly demonstrates how excessive government control can diminish economic freedom, weaken private enterprise, and increase political dependence on the state. Supporters of democratic socialism reject that characterization, arguing instead for stronger social safety nets within democratic institutions. The disagreement reflects fundamentally different visions of government's proper role.
	Conservatives maintain that America's success has never depended on government planning.
	It depended on free citizens. Free markets. Free speech. Private property. Religious liberty.
	And constitutional limits on government power.

	America's Choice
	As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, Americans increasingly ask whether the nation remains faithful to its founding ideals. Polling suggests many believe the country has moved away from those principles even while remaining optimistic about America's long-term future.
	That debate will shape elections. It will shape education. It will shape economic policy.
	Most importantly, it will shape the next generation of Americans. The question facing voters is larger than Democrats versus Republicans. It is whether America will continue emphasizing constitutional liberty, free enterprise, and limited government—or embrace a larger role for government in directing economic and social life. Conservatives believe the answer should remain clear. The American Dream was never built by government decree. It was built by free people pursuing opportunity under the Constitution.That, they argue, remains the strongest playbook America has ever written.
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