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The American Dream Endures

America has never been defined by comfort or convenience. It has been
defined by courage, faith, hard work, personal responsibility, and the
belief that every individual—regardless of where they begin—has the
opportunity to build a better future. That enduring promise remains the
foundation of the American Dream.

This issue celebrates that spirit through the remarkable story of Richard
Xia, whose journey from humble beginnings to entrepreneurial success
reflects the determination, perseverance, and vision that continue to
shape our nation. His story reminds us that success is earned through
sacrifice, resilience, and an unwavering commitment to excellence.

We also examine some of the most important national conversations
facing America today. From the continuing debate over election integrity
and the SAVE Act to the growing discussion surrounding socialism,
communism, and the future direction of the United States, our goal is to
provide thoughtful reporting and informed perspectives on issues that
matter to our readers. At Capitol Times Magazine, we believe a free
press carries both freedom and responsibility. Our mission is to highlight
the people, ideas, and principles that strengthen America while
encouraging respectful dialogue about the challenges ahead. Whether
covering public policy, business leadership, faith, or the values that have
guided this nation for generations, we remain committed to independent
journalism and meaningful storytelling.

The American Dream is not merely a chapter in our nation's history. It is
a living promise that continues to inspire entrepreneurs, workers,
veterans, families, immigrants, and every citizen striving to build a
better tomorrow. Protecting the freedoms that make that dream possible
is a responsibility shared by every generation.

Thank you for your continued support of Capitol Times Magazine. We
are honored to have you as part of our growing readership across the
United States and beyond. We hope this edition informs, inspires, and
renews your confidence in the enduring strength of the American
Dream.
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Vision shapes history. Throughout the modern era, the world's greatest
innovators have transformed ambitious ideas into projects that redefine
how people live, work, and build for future generations. Richard Xia
belongs to that tradition of visionary leadership.

As President of Da Vinci Development Group (DVDG), Founder of
EcoVerve Energy Solutions, President of Fleet Financial Group, and
Board Director and Senior Partner of Xingchuan Open-ended Fund
Company, Richard Xia has dedicated his career to advancing large-scale
urban development, clean energy, intelligent infrastructure, aerospace
mobility, and AI-powered agriculture. His interdisciplinary background
spans architecture, civil engineering, industrial management, financial
economics, economics, and computer information systems, bringing
together engineering precision with long-term strategic vision.

This exclusive Capitol Times interview is not about Richard Xia's businesses or development
projects. Instead, it offers readers a rare look into his personal life—his upbringing, family,
values, struggles, inspirations, and the life experiences that shaped his American Dream.

Over more than two decades, Richard Xia has led projects across the United States, the Middle East, Africa,
and Asia, developing concepts that integrate smart cities, net-zero energy systems, vertical farming,
intelligent transportation, sustainable architecture, and next-generation infrastructure. His work reflects a
commitment to combining technological innovation with environmental responsibility while addressing the
challenges of rapid urbanization, energy security, and economic development. 

Among his signature initiatives is HuaXia Celestial City, a comprehensive vision for future urban ecosystems
that integrates artificial intelligence, clean energy, advanced agriculture, and intelligent infrastructure into a
unified development framework. His organizations are also advancing projects involving vertical bio-farms,
urban air mobility, distributed clean energy systems, and smart city technologies designed to support more
resilient and sustainable communities.
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ANIL ANWAR : After traveling the world and building projects across continents, what does the word
"home" mean to you today?

RICHARD XIA : Home has changed meaning many times in my life. At first, home was the place
where my mother read to me before sleep, where lunch appeared after a bicycle journey I did not yet
understand, and where my little sister came to sit beside me because she believed I could protect her.
Later, home was the country I left and carried with me - its language, poetry, engineering discipline,
family memory, and thousands of years of cultural imagination. 

Then America became another home. It was the place where I
studied, where my wife joined me, where I found land, built
buildings, raised a family, and learned both the generosity and the
difficulty of the American Dream.

As I traveled and worked across continents, home became less
connected to ownership and more connected to responsibility.

Home is where the people I love can live with
dignity. 

Home is where a child can drink clean water
without fear. 

Home is where food nourishes rather than harms, where energy
supports life without destroying the environment, and where
people do not have to leave everyone they love merely to
survive.

We speak of countries as if the
atmosphere stops at a border, as if
polluted water remains obediently
inside one jurisdiction, or as if
hunger in one place cannot become
instability somewhere else. But the
planet is one connected home, and
humanity has been treating it like a
building in which everyone is
responsible only for his own room. 

Today, when I say home, I
ultimately mean the Earth. 
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PRESIDENT
TRUMP’S FIGHT
FOR ELECTION
INTEGRITY
WHY THE WHITE HOUSE IS
MAKING THE SAVE ACT A
NATIONAL PRIORITY

In the sweltering July heat of 2026, President Donald J.
Trump took to the East Room of the White House for a
primetime address to the nation. The message was blunt,
unapologetic, and overdue: American elections belong to
American citizens—and only American citizens. The
centerpiece of that address, and of the White House’s
legislative agenda this summer, is the Safeguard American
Voter Eligibility Act, better known as the SAVE Act or
SAVE America Act.

For years, elites in Washington, the media, and left-wing
advocacy groups have dismissed concerns about election
integrity as conspiracy theories or “voter suppression.” Trump’s
second administration is treating those concerns as the national
security and democratic legitimacy crisis they are. The SAVE Act
is not a peripheral bill. It is the White House’s top election
priority because the alternative—continuing a system of self-
attestation, mass mail ballots, and porous voter rolls—invites
chaos, foreign interference, and the slow erosion of public trust.

The SAVE Act amends the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 
to require documentary proof of U.S. citizenship when
registering to vote in federal elections. Acceptable
documents include a U.S. passport, a REAL ID-compliant
identification indicating citizenship, a certified birth
certificate paired with photo ID, military identification with
birth records, naturalization certificates, or other specific
federal documents. States must verify citizenship using
federal databases such as the Department of Homeland
Security’s SAVE system and Social Security Administration
records. Non-citizens found on the rolls must be removed.
The bill also requires photo identification at the polls and
sharply restricts no-excuse mail-in ballots, limiting them to
cases of illness, disability, military 
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service, or travel. Criminal penalties apply for knowingly assisting non-citizens
in registering or voting, and for election officials who process applications
without the required proof.

These are not radical demands. They are the baseline standards of nearly every
serious democracy on earth. India, Brazil, Germany, Canada, Denmark, and Sweden
all tie voter eligibility more tightly to verified citizenship and identification than the
United States currently does. The White House has repeatedly noted that America
lags behind peer nations in basic election protections. Requiring a citizen to prove he
is, in fact, a citizen is not suppression. It is sovereignty.

In his July 16 address, President Trump cited a Department of Homeland Security review that
identified approximately 278,000 non-citizens registered to vote in federal elections based on
state voter rolls and public records. Because several Democrat-led states refused to share their
full voter files, the White House correctly notes that the true number is higher. Even the
partial figure is damning. A system that allows hundreds of thousands of non-citizens onto the
rolls—whether through error, fraud, or deliberate negligence—is a system that has failed its
first duty.

Critics immediately rushed to “fact-check” the number downward, arguing that non-citizen voting
remains rare. That misses the point entirely. The question is not how many illegal votes were 
successfully cast last cycle; the question is whether the registration system is designed to
prevent illegal registration in the first place. Self-attestation—checking a box that says “I am a 
citizen”—is not verification. It is an invitation. Under the previous open-borders regime,
millions of illegal aliens entered the country. Many obtained driver’s licenses or state IDs in
sanctuary jurisdictions. When those same jurisdictions treat voter registration as a social
service rather than a sacred civic duty, the results are predictable.

Heritage Foundation tracking and state audits have repeatedly uncovered
non-citizens on rolls and, in some cases, casting ballots. Louisiana’s
secretary of state found hundreds. Georgia and Utah audits turned up
smaller but still illegal numbers. Even one illegal vote cancels the legal
vote of an American citizen. Hundreds of thousands of registrations
create the opportunity for far more. The SAVE Act closes the door.

Foreign adversaries have noticed the vulnerability. White House
documents released alongside the president’s address detail Chinese
acquisition and exploitation of American voter data, vulnerabilities in
electronic voting and ballot-counting systems, and specific investigations
into registration irregularities. A nation that cannot guarantee its voter
rolls are limited to its own citizens is a nation open to manipulation.
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Trump’s focus on election integrity did not begin in
2026. It was forged in the contested aftermath of 2020
and refined through four years of relentless attacks on
the idea that elections must be secure. Upon returning
to the White House, the president made clear that
restoring confidence in the ballot box was non-
negotiable. The SAVE Act, first advanced in the
House and passed there in 2025, became the concrete
expression of that commitment.

House Republicans have advanced the measure
multiple times. The Senate remains the bottleneck,
thanks to the 60-vote filibuster threshold and the
familiar hesitation of a handful of Republicans more
concerned about process complaints than principle.
Some senators warn of implementation challenges for
rural voters or married women whose names no
longer match birth certificates. Those concerns are
real—and addressable. The bill already contemplates
affidavits under penalty of perjury and
accommodations for the disabled. States can and
should help citizens obtain the necessary documents.
What cannot be compromised is the principle itself:
only citizens vote.

Left-wing groups and Democratic leaders frame the
SAVE Act as an attack on democracy. Their preferred
system—same-day registration, unrestricted mail
ballots, automatic registration through motor-voter
agencies, and minimal verification—maximizes
turnout while minimizing accountability. That system
benefits parties and candidates who rely on high-
volume, low-scrutiny voting. It does not benefit the
citizen who works a full day, shows up to vote, and
expects his ballot to count equally with every other
legal ballot.

Claims that millions of Americans lack the documents
needed to prove citizenship are overstated and often
deliberately so. Most Americans already possess a
passport, birth certificate, or REAL ID. For those who
do not, the solution is to help them obtain the
documents—not to abandon the requirement. Married
women who changed their names have long navigated
the same paperwork for passports, Social Security,
and bank accounts. The idea that asking for proof of
citizenship is uniquely burdensome for voting is
political theater.

The deeper objection is philosophical. Progressives
have spent decades expanding the concept of
“democracy” to mean maximum participation, even
by non-citizens in some local elections. Conservatives
still believe democracy means government by the
consent of the governed—the governed being citizens.
The SAVE Act draws that line clearly.

Midterm elections approach. Trust in the process
remains fragile after years of polarized claims and
counter-claims. The White House is right to treat the
SAVE Act as urgent. Attaching it to must-pass funding
legislation is a legitimate legislative tactic when the
alternative is indefinite delay. Senate conservatives
allied with the president understand this. Those who
prefer endless process objections risk becoming the
defenders of a status quo that invites skepticism.
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Election integrity is not a partisan luxury. 

It is the precondition for every other policy
debate. Without confidence that only citizens
decide American elections, the legitimacy of
the winners—and the willingness of the
losers to accept results—erodes. 

President Trump’s administration has chosen
to confront that erosion head-on rather than
manage it with soothing rhetoric.
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AMERICA'S GREATEST PROMISE
The Enduring Power of the American Dream

As the United States approaches its 250th birthday, a familiar dirge rises from the progressive left: the
American Dream is dead. Bernie Sanders calls it a “nightmare.” Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and her allies insist
the system is rigged by billionaires, systemic racism, and capitalism itself. A recent Gallup poll commissioned
with the Milken Center found that only 46 percent of Americans still believe everyone has the opportunity to
achieve it—down from 51 percent just two years earlier. Democrats are three times more likely than
Republicans to declare the Dream a failure. Yet the data, the lived experience of millions, and the stubborn
reality of American achievement tell a different story. The American Dream is not dead. It is under assault—
from the very forces that claim to champion the little guy. Its enduring power lies precisely in the principles
the left seeks to dismantle: individual liberty, free enterprise, personal responsibility, the nuclear family, and
the rule of law. These are not nostalgic relics. They remain the greatest engine of human flourishing the world
has ever known.

James Truslow Adams coined the phrase in 1931: a dream of a land “in which life should be better and richer
and fuller for every man, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement.” Not according to
identity group. Not according to government redistribution. Not according to the latest academic theory of
equity. According to ability and achievement. That promise is written into the Declaration’s assertion of equal
creation and unalienable rights, and into a Constitution designed to limit government so free people can rise.

By David Colbert
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Conservatives still hold to this definition. Liberals have quietly rewritten it. As the Heritage Foundation has
documented, the left now treats the Dream as a demand for equal outcomes engineered by the state. Income
inequality becomes the mortal sin; mobility and rising living standards are dismissed as inconvenient facts.
Focus on inequality, Heritage argues, “embraces a very different American Dream” that prioritizes
egalitarianism and statism over opportunity.

The evidence that the traditional Dream still works is overwhelming. Absolute material progress continues.
Inflation-adjusted post-tax-and-transfer incomes have risen substantially across the distribution. Poverty,
properly measured by consumption rather than the flawed official rate, has fallen dramatically. Low-income
households today enjoy amenities—air conditioning, multiple televisions, vehicles, smartphones—that would
have astonished the middle class of 1960. The United States still leads the world in per-capita GDP, innovation,
and the creation of world-beating companies. Twenty of the 25 largest global firms are headquartered here.

Immigrants understand this better than many native-born Americans. Foreign-born adults are more likely to
define the Dream as opportunity rather than security, more likely to believe hard work gets you ahead, and more
optimistic about the future. They are living proof. Nearly half of the 2025 Fortune 500 companies were founded
by immigrants or their children. Elon Musk arrived from South Africa and built Tesla and SpaceX. Sergey Brin
fled the Soviet Union as a child and co-founded Google. Hamdi Ulukaya, a Turkish immigrant, turned a
shuttered yogurt plant into Chobani and employed thousands. These are not anomalies. They are the American
system working as designed.

Yes, absolute mobility—the share of children who earn more than their parents—has declined from the
extraordinary rates of the post-World War II generation. Raj Chetty’s well-known research found the figure
falling from roughly 90 percent for those born in 1940 to about 50 percent for those born in the 1980s. That is a
real challenge. But it is not proof the Dream is dead, nor is it primarily the result of “greed” or “rigged
capitalism.” Relative mobility has remained more stable. And the drivers of the decline are cultural and policy
failures the left refuses to confront.

The most devastating is the collapse of the family. Out-of-wedlock births have soared from about 10 percent in
1970 to over 40 percent overall and nearly 70 percent among Black Americans. Children raised in intact, married
households have dramatically higher odds of upward mobility, educational attainment, and escape from poverty.
The welfare state, expanded massively since the 1960s, has subsidized single parenthood and penalized
marriage. It has spent trillions while trapping generations in dependency. Able-bodied adults who do not work,
or work only sporadically, cannot climb. The culture of work itself has eroded; media and elite messaging often
treat industriousness as optional or even oppressive.

Public education has failed the poor most of all. Despite doubled real spending per pupil, proficiency rates
remain dismal, especially for minority students. Teachers’ unions protect mediocrity and resist choice.
Occupational licensing has exploded, blocking entry into trades that once offered ladders for the non-college-
bound. Zoning and land-use regulations drive up housing costs in the very coastal metros that preach equity
while pricing out the working class. A regulatory state that costs the economy trillions annually and a fiscal
trajectory of unsustainable debt both mortgage the future of the next generation.
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Then there is the cultural poison of grievance
ideology. Identity politics teaches young people that
their fate is determined by race, gender, or historical
grievance rather than character, effort, and choices.
DEI regimes in corporations and universities actively
discriminate against the competent in the name of
equity. This is the opposite of the American Dream. It
replaces the color-blind ideal of Martin Luther King
Jr. with a neo-racial hierarchy. It tells strivers that the
game is fixed against them—precisely the message
that discourages the hard work the Dream requires. As
Michael Strain of the American Enterprise Institute
has warned, the claim that the Dream is dead,
repeated by populists of left and right, risks becoming
a self-fulfilling prophecy.

The left’s preferred solutions—higher taxes, more
redistribution, industrial policy that picks winners,
open borders without assimilation, and ever-
expanding bureaucracy—worsen the problem. They
expand the state that already crowds out private
initiative. They weaken the family and the work ethic.
They treat Americans as clients rather than citizens.
History shows that societies which prioritize equality
of outcome over equality of opportunity stagnate.
Venezuela, Cuba, and the late Soviet Union are not
models; they are warnings.

What, then, preserves the Dream? First, restore
economic freedom: cut the regulatory thicket, reform
occupational licensing, and allow housing markets to
function. Second, reform the safety net so it is
temporary and work-oriented, ending marriage
penalties. Third, break the education monopoly with
school choice so every child, regardless of zip code,
can acquire the skills the modern economy rewards.
Fourth, celebrate and protect the cultural foundations:
marriage, delayed gratification, patriotism, and
assimilation for legal immigrants who come to
become Americans, not to transform America into a
balkanized collection of grievances.

Then there is the cultural poison of grievance
ideology. Identity politics teaches young people that
their fate is determined by race, gender, or historical
grievance rather than character, effort, and choices.
DEI regimes in corporations and universities actively
discriminate against the competent in the name of
equity. This is the opposite of the American Dream. It
replaces the color-blind ideal of Martin Luther King
Jr. with a neo-racial hierarchy. It tells strivers that the
game is fixed against them—precisely the message
that discourages the hard work the Dream requires. As
Michael Strain of the American Enterprise Institute
has warned, the claim that the Dream is dead,
repeated by populists of left and right, risks becoming
a self-fulfilling prophecy.

The American Dream has never been a guarantee of
equal results. It has always been a promise of equal
dignity under law and the freedom to rise as far as
talent and effort allow. That promise is why people
still risk everything to reach these shores. It is why,
even amid declining confidence in universal
opportunity, 78 percent of Americans still say the
Dream is important to strive for and nearly 70 percent
believe they personally can achieve it.

As we mark 250 years, the choice is stark. We can
listen to those who declare the Dream a cruel myth
and demand ever more power for the state to “fix” it.
Or we can recommit to the principles that made it
real: limited government, free markets, strong
families, and a culture that honors work and
achievement. The Dream endures not because
government delivers it, but because free people pursue
it. That is America’s greatest promise. It is still ours to
keep—or to squander.
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RED PLAY BOOK
The Growing Debate Over Socialism,
Communism, and America's Future
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For generations, the United States stood as the world's
leading defender of free markets, constitutional
government, private property, and individual liberty.
During the Cold War, Americans understood the
difference between freedom and totalitarianism
because millions had witnessed the consequences of
communist rule across Eastern Europe, China, Cuba,
North Korea, and the Soviet Union. Today, however, a
new ideological debate is reshaping American
politics. Increasing numbers of younger Americans
express favorable opinions toward socialism, while
progressive politicians increasingly embrace policies
that conservatives argue expand government control
over the economy and everyday life. Polling also
shows that many Americans believe the nation has
drifted away from its founding principles, fueling a
broader national debate over the future of the
American experiment.

For conservatives, this is not merely another election
issue. It is a battle over the nation's identity.

A Generational Shift
Recent polling has revealed a significant generational
divide. While older Americans generally retain
favorable views of capitalism, younger voters are 
more divided. Surveys conducted by the libertarian Cato Institute found that younger Americans express
greater openness toward socialism than previous generations, and a notable minority even view communism
favorably. Other national polling similarly shows ideological differences between generations, though support
varies depending on how questions are phrased and what respondents understand by the terms "socialism"
and "communism."

Conservatives argue that these trends reflect a growing lack of historical understanding. Millions of
Americans under the age of thirty never experienced the Cold War, never watched the Berlin Wall fall, and
never lived under the constant threat of Soviet nuclear confrontation. To many younger voters, socialism is
associated with expanded government services rather than with the authoritarian systems that ruled much of
the twentieth century.

Critics of socialism contend that this distinction is dangerous because economic systems and political power
often become closely linked. They argue that history demonstrates how concentrated government control over
the economy can also concentrate political authority.



60 | Capitol Times Magazine

CAPITOL TIMES AUGUST 2026 - Vol . 2 Issue 38
THE AMERICAN DREAM EDITION

Across conservative institutions—including
policy organizations, commentators, and elected
officials—a consistent message has emerged:
America's greatest strength has always been
individual freedom rather than centralized
government.

The Heritage Foundation recently argued that
America faces challenges involving declining
patriotism, weakened civic identity, and renewed
ideological conflict over the nation's founding
principles. Heritage scholars contend that
preserving constitutional government requires
strengthening civic education, national identity,
and respect for America's constitutional
traditions.

Many conservatives believe that socialism
fundamentally changes the relationship between
citizens and government. Rather than
government serving the people, they argue,
socialism gradually makes citizens increasingly
dependent upon government programs,
regulations, and bureaucracies.

President Donald Trump has repeatedly framed
socialism and communism as incompatible with
the American constitutional system, warning that
expanding federal power threatens economic
liberty and individual freedom. During the 2026
political debate, Republican leaders have
continued emphasizing this contrast while
criticizing the growing influence of democratic
socialist candidates within parts of the
Democratic Party.

The Conservative Warning
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The American Dream has never promised equal outcomes. Instead,
it promised equal opportunity under the law. That distinction
remains central to conservative philosophy.

From Silicon Valley innovators to family-owned farms across the
Midwest, American capitalism has rewarded innovation,
entrepreneurship, investment, and hard work. While no economic
system is perfect, conservatives argue that capitalism has lifted
more people out of poverty than any alternative in human history. 

Private enterprise produced revolutionary advances in medicine,
transportation, communications, computing, and artificial
intelligence. It rewarded risk-taking and competition rather than
political loyalty.

Capitalism Built the American
Dream

The Historical Record
History remains central to the conservative critique.

Throughout the twentieth century, communist governments
exercised extensive state control over economic activity while
severely restricting political freedoms. Countries including the
former Soviet Union, Maoist China, Cambodia under the Khmer
Rouge, North Korea, Cuba, and Eastern European communist
states experienced varying degrees of political repression,
censorship, and economic hardship under authoritarian rule.

Historians continue to debate specific historical interpretations and
casualty estimates across these regimes. However, there is broad
scholarly agreement that many communist governments engaged
in widespread political repression and large-scale human rights
abuses.

Conservatives argue that these historical experiences should
remain part of public education whenever socialism or
communism is discussed.
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Conservatives acknowledge that frustration exists.

Housing costs have increased.

College debt remains significant for many graduates.

Younger Americans face higher living expenses and economic uncertainty.

Those concerns are genuine.

The disagreement centers on the solution.

Progressive politicians frequently argue that larger government programs, expanded public spending, and
increased regulation can address these challenges. Conservatives instead argue for policies that encourage
economic growth through lower taxes, deregulation, energy production, workforce development, educational
choice, and private-sector investment. The debate therefore is not whether problems exist. It is whether more
government or more economic freedom offers the better answer.

Why Are Young Americans Listening?

Education and Civic Knowledge
Many conservatives believe America's educational
system has increasingly emphasized criticism of the
nation's failures while giving less attention to its
constitutional achievements and democratic
institutions.

They argue that students should learn honestly about
slavery, segregation, and discrimination while also
understanding the Constitution, separation of powers,
religious liberty, federalism, private property, and the
extraordinary expansion of freedom that followed the
nation's founding.

Without historical context, conservatives warn, younger
Americans may underestimate the importance of
constitutional protections that previous generations
fought to preserve.
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Conservatism traditionally views economic freedom as only one pillar of American society.

Strong families.

Religious liberty.

Local communities.

Personal responsibility.

Limited government.

These principles are often presented together rather than separately. Recent polling also suggests that many
Americans continue placing high importance on religious freedom and constitutional rights, issues that remain
central to conservative political priorities. Conservatives argue that preserving these institutions reduces
dependence upon centralized government by strengthening civil society itself.

Faith, Family, and Freedom

The Political Landscape

America's ideological divide continues to widen.

Research from Pew shows that highly engaged conservative
voters increasingly describe themselves as MAGA supporter
supporting smaller government, stricter immigration policies,
traditional social values, and free-market economics. At the
same time, progressive activists continue advocating expanded
government involvement in healthcare, education, housing,
labor policy, and wealth redistribution.

This growing polarization is unlikely to disappear soon.

Instead, it is becoming one of the defining political questions
heading toward America's next generation of elections.
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The Real Red Play Book
For conservatives, the phrase "Red Play Book" is not
merely political rhetoric. It represents a warning against
expanding centralized government authority beyond
constitutional limits. Critics of socialism argue that
history repeatedly demonstrates how excessive
government control can diminish economic freedom,
weaken private enterprise, and increase political
dependence on the state. Supporters of democratic
socialism reject that characterization, arguing instead for
stronger social safety nets within democratic institutions.
The disagreement reflects fundamentally different
visions of government's proper role.

Conservatives maintain that America's success has never
depended on government planning.

It depended on free citizens.
Free markets.
Free speech.
Private property.
Religious liberty.

And constitutional limits on government power.

America's Choice
As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, Americans increasingly ask whether the nation remains
faithful to its founding ideals. Polling suggests many believe the country has moved away from those principles
even while remaining optimistic about America's long-term future.

That debate will shape elections.
It will shape education.
It will shape economic policy.

Most importantly, it will shape the next generation of Americans. The question facing voters is larger than
Democrats versus Republicans. It is whether America will continue emphasizing constitutional liberty, free
enterprise, and limited government—or embrace a larger role for government in directing economic and social
life. Conservatives believe the answer should remain clear. The American Dream was never built by
government decree. It was built by free people pursuing opportunity under the Constitution.That, they argue,
remains the strongest playbook America has ever written.




	SPONSORED ADVERTISEMENT
	SPONSORED ADVERTISEMENT
	www.artisemediaent.com
	ISSN - Print: 2998-8004 | Online: 2998-8012

	Editor-In-Chief
	Anil Anwar
	Associate Editor
	David Colbert
	Saba Jenn

	Creative Director
	By Saba Jenn

	Front Cover
	RICHARD XIA
	Editorial Photos
	Photo Editor
	Capitol Times Editorial Team



	Disclaimer

	The American Dream Endures
	Contact Us
	Capitol Times
	MAGAZINE
	Capitol Times Magazine offers unmatched access to Washington, DC’s most influential audiences.



	Why Choose Us?
	Your Brand. Their Power.
	Reach DC’s policymakers, lobbyists, and VIPs with Capitol Times Magazine. Your ad connects with the nation’s decision-makers. Influence the influencers. Advertise Today!


	Contents
	CAPITOL TIMES MAGAZINE
	Issue 38

	RICHARD XIA
	Exclusive Interview :
	PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIGHT FOR ELECTION INTEGRITY:  Why the White House Is Making the SAVE Act a National Priority
	AMERICA'S GREATEST PROMISE The Enduring Power of the American Dream
	RED PLAY BOOK The Growing Debate Over Socialism, Communism, and America's Future



	Subscribe now
	Join our mailing list to receive the latest news and trends.
	Capitoltimesmedia.com

	Capitol Times Media LLC
	CAPITOL TIMES
	THE AMERICAN DREAM EDITION
	AUGUST 2026 - Vol . 2 Issue 38

	Vision shapes history. Throughout the modern era, the world's greatest innovators have transformed ambitious ideas into projects that redefine how people live, work, and build for future generations. Richard Xia belongs to that tradition of visionary leadership.
	As President of Da Vinci Development Group (DVDG), Founder of EcoVerve Energy Solutions, President of Fleet Financial Group, and Board Director and Senior Partner of Xingchuan Open-ended Fund Company, Richard Xia has dedicated his career to advancing large-scale urban development, clean energy, intelligent infrastructure, aerospace mobility, and AI-powered agriculture. His interdisciplinary background spans architecture, civil engineering, industrial management, financial economics, economics, and computer information systems, bringing together engineering precision with long-term strategic vision.
	Over more than two decades, Richard Xia has led projects across the United States, the Middle East, Africa, and Asia, developing concepts that integrate smart cities, net-zero energy systems, vertical farming, intelligent transportation, sustainable architecture, and next-generation infrastructure. His work reflects a commitment to combining technological innovation with environmental responsibility while addressing the challenges of rapid urbanization, energy security, and economic development.
	Among his signature initiatives is HuaXia Celestial City, a comprehensive vision for future urban ecosystems that integrates artificial intelligence, clean energy, advanced agriculture, and intelligent infrastructure into a unified development framework. His organizations are also advancing projects involving vertical bio-farms, urban air mobility, distributed clean energy systems, and smart city technologies designed to support more resilient and sustainable communities.
	This exclusive Capitol Times interview is not about Richard Xia's businesses or development projects. Instead, it offers readers a rare look into his personal life—his upbringing, family, values, struggles, inspirations, and the life experiences that shaped his American Dream.
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	ANIL ANWAR : After traveling the world and building projects across continents, what does the word "home" mean to you today?
	RICHARD XIA : Home has changed meaning many times in my life. At first, home was the place where my mother read to me before sleep, where lunch appeared after a bicycle journey I did not yet understand, and where my little sister came to sit beside me because she believed I could protect her. Later, home was the country I left and carried with me - its language, poetry, engineering discipline, family memory, and thousands of years of cultural imagination.
	Then America became another home. It was the place where I studied, where my wife joined me, where I found land, built buildings, raised a family, and learned both the generosity and the difficulty of the American Dream.
	As I traveled and worked across continents, home became less connected to ownership and more connected to responsibility.
	Home is where the people I love can live with dignity.
	Home is where a child can drink clean water without fear.
	Home is where food nourishes rather than harms, where energy supports life without destroying the environment, and where people do not have to leave everyone they love merely to survive.

	Today, when I say home, I ultimately mean the Earth.
	We speak of countries as if the atmosphere stops at a border, as if polluted water remains obediently inside one jurisdiction, or as if hunger in one place cannot become instability somewhere else. But the planet is one connected home, and humanity has been treating it like a building in which everyone is responsible only for his own room.
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	In the sweltering July heat of 2026, President Donald J. Trump took to the East Room of the White House for a primetime address to the nation. The message was blunt, unapologetic, and overdue: American elections belong to American citizens—and only American citizens. The centerpiece of that address, and of the White House’s legislative agenda this summer, is the Safeguard American Voter Eligibility Act, better known as the SAVE Act or SAVE America Act.
	For years, elites in Washington, the media, and left-wing advocacy groups have dismissed concerns about election integrity as conspiracy theories or “voter suppression.” Trump’s second administration is treating those concerns as the national security and democratic legitimacy crisis they are. The SAVE Act is not a peripheral bill. It is the White House’s top election priority because the alternative—continuing a system of self-attestation, mass mail ballots, and porous voter rolls—invites chaos, foreign interference, and the slow erosion of public trust.
	The SAVE Act amends the National Voter Registration Act of 1993
	to require documentary proof of U.S. citizenship when registering to vote in federal elections. Acceptable documents include a U.S. passport, a REAL ID-compliant identification indicating citizenship, a certified birth certificate paired with photo ID, military identification with birth records, naturalization certificates, or other specific federal documents. States must verify citizenship using federal databases such as the Department of Homeland Security’s SAVE system and Social Security Administration records. Non-citizens found on the rolls must be removed. The bill also requires photo identification at the polls and sharply restricts no-excuse mail-in ballots, limiting them to cases of illness, disability, military


	PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIGHT FOR ELECTION INTEGRITY
	WHY THE WHITE HOUSE IS MAKING THE SAVE ACT A NATIONAL PRIORITY
	51 |


	CAPITOL TIMES
	THE AMERICAN DREAM EDITION
	AUGUST 2026 - Vol . 2 Issue 38

	service, or travel. Criminal penalties apply for knowingly assisting non-citizens in registering or voting, and for election officials who process applications without the required proof.
	These are not radical demands. They are the baseline standards of nearly every serious democracy on earth. India, Brazil, Germany, Canada, Denmark, and Sweden all tie voter eligibility more tightly to verified citizenship and identification than the United States currently does. The White House has repeatedly noted that America lags behind peer nations in basic election protections. Requiring a citizen to prove he is, in fact, a citizen is not suppression. It is sovereignty.
	In his July 16 address, President Trump cited a Department of Homeland Security review that identified approximately 278,000 non-citizens registered to vote in federal elections based on state voter rolls and public records. Because several Democrat-led states refused to share their full voter files, the White House correctly notes that the true number is higher. Even the partial figure is damning. A system that allows hundreds of thousands of non-citizens onto the rolls—whether through error, fraud, or deliberate negligence—is a system that has failed its first duty.
	Critics immediately rushed to “fact-check” the number downward, arguing that non-citizen voting remains rare. That misses the point entirely. The question is not how many illegal votes were
	successfully cast last cycle; the question is whether the registration system is designed to prevent illegal registration in the first place. Self-attestation—checking a box that says “I am a
	citizen”—is not verification. It is an invitation. Under the previous open-borders regime, millions of illegal aliens entered the country. Many obtained driver’s licenses or state IDs in sanctuary jurisdictions. When those same jurisdictions treat voter registration as a social service rather than a sacred civic duty, the results are predictable.
	Heritage Foundation tracking and state audits have repeatedly uncovered non-citizens on rolls and, in some cases, casting ballots. Louisiana’s secretary of state found hundreds. Georgia and Utah audits turned up smaller but still illegal numbers. Even one illegal vote cancels the legal vote of an American citizen. Hundreds of thousands of registrations create the opportunity for far more. The SAVE Act closes the door.
	Foreign adversaries have noticed the vulnerability. White House documents released alongside the president’s address detail Chinese acquisition and exploitation of American voter data, vulnerabilities in electronic voting and ballot-counting systems, and specific investigations into registration irregularities. A nation that cannot guarantee its voter rolls are limited to its own citizens is a nation open to manipulation.
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	Trump’s focus on election integrity did not begin in 2026. It was forged in the contested aftermath of 2020 and refined through four years of relentless attacks on the idea that elections must be secure. Upon returning to the White House, the president made clear that restoring confidence in the ballot box was non-negotiable. The SAVE Act, first advanced in the House and passed there in 2025, became the concrete expression of that commitment.
	House Republicans have advanced the measure multiple times. The Senate remains the bottleneck, thanks to the 60-vote filibuster threshold and the familiar hesitation of a handful of Republicans more concerned about process complaints than principle. Some senators warn of implementation challenges for rural voters or married women whose names no longer match birth certificates. Those concerns are real—and addressable. The bill already contemplates affidavits under penalty of perjury and accommodations for the disabled. States can and should help citizens obtain the necessary documents. What cannot be compromised is the principle itself: only citizens vote.
	Left-wing groups and Democratic leaders frame the SAVE Act as an attack on democracy. Their preferred system—same-day registration, unrestricted mail ballots, automatic registration through motor-voter agencies, and minimal verification—maximizes turnout while minimizing accountability. That system benefits parties and candidates who rely on high-volume, low-scrutiny voting. It does not benefit the citizen who works a full day, shows up to vote, and expects his ballot to count equally with every other legal ballot.
	Claims that millions of Americans lack the documents needed to prove citizenship are overstated and often deliberately so. Most Americans already possess a passport, birth certificate, or REAL ID. For those who do not, the solution is to help them obtain the documents—not to abandon the requirement. Married women who changed their names have long navigated the same paperwork for passports, Social Security, and bank accounts. The idea that asking for proof of citizenship is uniquely burdensome for voting is political theater.
	The deeper objection is philosophical. Progressives have spent decades expanding the concept of “democracy” to mean maximum participation, even by non-citizens in some local elections. Conservatives still believe democracy means government by the consent of the governed—the governed being citizens. The SAVE Act draws that line clearly.
	Midterm elections approach. Trust in the process remains fragile after years of polarized claims and counter-claims. The White House is right to treat the SAVE Act as urgent. Attaching it to must-pass funding legislation is a legitimate legislative tactic when the alternative is indefinite delay. Senate conservatives allied with the president understand this. Those who prefer endless process objections risk becoming the defenders of a status quo that invites skepticism.
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	Election integrity is not a partisan luxury.
	It is the precondition for every other policy debate. Without confidence that only citizens decide American elections, the legitimacy of the winners—and the willingness of the losers to accept results—erodes.
	President Trump’s administration has chosen to confront that erosion head-on rather than manage it with soothing rhetoric.
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	AMERICA'S GREATEST PROMISE
	The Enduring Power of the American Dream
	By David Colbert
	As the United States approaches its 250th birthday, a familiar dirge rises from the progressive left: the American Dream is dead. Bernie Sanders calls it a “nightmare.” Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and her allies insist the system is rigged by billionaires, systemic racism, and capitalism itself. A recent Gallup poll commissioned with the Milken Center found that only 46 percent of Americans still believe everyone has the opportunity to achieve it—down from 51 percent just two years earlier. Democrats are three times more likely than Republicans to declare the Dream a failure. Yet the data, the lived experience of millions, and the stubborn reality of American achievement tell a different story. The American Dream is not dead. It is under assault—from the very forces that claim to champion the little guy. Its enduring power lies precisely in the principles the left seeks to dismantle: individual liberty, free enterprise, personal responsibility, the nuclear family, and the rule of law. These are not nostalgic relics. They remain the greatest engine of human flourishing the world has ever known.
	James Truslow Adams coined the phrase in 1931: a dream of a land “in which life should be better and richer and fuller for every man, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement.” Not according to identity group. Not according to government redistribution. Not according to the latest academic theory of equity. According to ability and achievement. That promise is written into the Declaration’s assertion of equal creation and unalienable rights, and into a Constitution designed to limit government so free people can rise.
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	Conservatives still hold to this definition. Liberals have quietly rewritten it. As the Heritage Foundation has documented, the left now treats the Dream as a demand for equal outcomes engineered by the state. Income inequality becomes the mortal sin; mobility and rising living standards are dismissed as inconvenient facts. Focus on inequality, Heritage argues, “embraces a very different American Dream” that prioritizes egalitarianism and statism over opportunity.
	The evidence that the traditional Dream still works is overwhelming. Absolute material progress continues. Inflation-adjusted post-tax-and-transfer incomes have risen substantially across the distribution. Poverty, properly measured by consumption rather than the flawed official rate, has fallen dramatically. Low-income households today enjoy amenities—air conditioning, multiple televisions, vehicles, smartphones—that would have astonished the middle class of 1960. The United States still leads the world in per-capita GDP, innovation, and the creation of world-beating companies. Twenty of the 25 largest global firms are headquartered here.
	Immigrants understand this better than many native-born Americans. Foreign-born adults are more likely to define the Dream as opportunity rather than security, more likely to believe hard work gets you ahead, and more optimistic about the future. They are living proof. Nearly half of the 2025 Fortune 500 companies were founded by immigrants or their children. Elon Musk arrived from South Africa and built Tesla and SpaceX. Sergey Brin fled the Soviet Union as a child and co-founded Google. Hamdi Ulukaya, a Turkish immigrant, turned a shuttered yogurt plant into Chobani and employed thousands. These are not anomalies. They are the American system working as designed.
	Yes, absolute mobility—the share of children who earn more than their parents—has declined from the extraordinary rates of the post-World War II generation. Raj Chetty’s well-known research found the figure falling from roughly 90 percent for those born in 1940 to about 50 percent for those born in the 1980s. That is a real challenge. But it is not proof the Dream is dead, nor is it primarily the result of “greed” or “rigged capitalism.” Relative mobility has remained more stable. And the drivers of the decline are cultural and policy failures the left refuses to confront.
	The most devastating is the collapse of the family. Out-of-wedlock births have soared from about 10 percent in 1970 to over 40 percent overall and nearly 70 percent among Black Americans. Children raised in intact, married households have dramatically higher odds of upward mobility, educational attainment, and escape from poverty. The welfare state, expanded massively since the 1960s, has subsidized single parenthood and penalized marriage. It has spent trillions while trapping generations in dependency. Able-bodied adults who do not work, or work only sporadically, cannot climb. The culture of work itself has eroded; media and elite messaging often treat industriousness as optional or even oppressive.
	Public education has failed the poor most of all. Despite doubled real spending per pupil, proficiency rates remain dismal, especially for minority students. Teachers’ unions protect mediocrity and resist choice. Occupational licensing has exploded, blocking entry into trades that once offered ladders for the non-college-bound. Zoning and land-use regulations drive up housing costs in the very coastal metros that preach equity while pricing out the working class. A regulatory state that costs the economy trillions annually and a fiscal trajectory of unsustainable debt both mortgage the future of the next generation.
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	Then there is the cultural poison of grievance ideology. Identity politics teaches young people that their fate is determined by race, gender, or historical grievance rather than character, effort, and choices. DEI regimes in corporations and universities actively discriminate against the competent in the name of equity. This is the opposite of the American Dream. It replaces the color-blind ideal of Martin Luther King Jr. with a neo-racial hierarchy. It tells strivers that the game is fixed against them—precisely the message that discourages the hard work the Dream requires. As Michael Strain of the American Enterprise Institute has warned, the claim that the Dream is dead, repeated by populists of left and right, risks becoming a self-fulfilling prophecy.
	The left’s preferred solutions—higher taxes, more redistribution, industrial policy that picks winners, open borders without assimilation, and ever-expanding bureaucracy—worsen the problem. They expand the state that already crowds out private initiative. They weaken the family and the work ethic. They treat Americans as clients rather than citizens. History shows that societies which prioritize equality of outcome over equality of opportunity stagnate. Venezuela, Cuba, and the late Soviet Union are not models; they are warnings.
	What, then, preserves the Dream? First, restore economic freedom: cut the regulatory thicket, reform occupational licensing, and allow housing markets to function. Second, reform the safety net so it is temporary and work-oriented, ending marriage penalties. Third, break the education monopoly with school choice so every child, regardless of zip code, can acquire the skills the modern economy rewards. Fourth, celebrate and protect the cultural foundations: marriage, delayed gratification, patriotism, and assimilation for legal immigrants who come to become Americans, not to transform America into a balkanized collection of grievances.
	Then there is the cultural poison of grievance ideology. Identity politics teaches young people that their fate is determined by race, gender, or historical grievance rather than character, effort, and choices. DEI regimes in corporations and universities actively discriminate against the competent in the name of equity. This is the opposite of the American Dream. It replaces the color-blind ideal of Martin Luther King Jr. with a neo-racial hierarchy. It tells strivers that the game is fixed against them—precisely the message that discourages the hard work the Dream requires. As Michael Strain of the American Enterprise Institute has warned, the claim that the Dream is dead, repeated by populists of left and right, risks becoming a self-fulfilling prophecy.
	The American Dream has never been a guarantee of equal results. It has always been a promise of equal dignity under law and the freedom to rise as far as talent and effort allow. That promise is why people still risk everything to reach these shores. It is why, even amid declining confidence in universal opportunity, 78 percent of Americans still say the Dream is important to strive for and nearly 70 percent believe they personally can achieve it.
	As we mark 250 years, the choice is stark. We can listen to those who declare the Dream a cruel myth and demand ever more power for the state to “fix” it. Or we can recommit to the principles that made it real: limited government, free markets, strong families, and a culture that honors work and achievement. The Dream endures not because government delivers it, but because free people pursue it. That is America’s greatest promise. It is still ours to keep—or to squander.
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	RED PLAY BOOK
	The Growing Debate Over Socialism, Communism, and America's Future
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	For generations, the United States stood as the world's leading defender of free markets, constitutional government, private property, and individual liberty. During the Cold War, Americans understood the difference between freedom and totalitarianism because millions had witnessed the consequences of communist rule across Eastern Europe, China, Cuba, North Korea, and the Soviet Union. Today, however, a new ideological debate is reshaping American politics. Increasing numbers of younger Americans express favorable opinions toward socialism, while progressive politicians increasingly embrace policies that conservatives argue expand government control over the economy and everyday life. Polling also shows that many Americans believe the nation has drifted away from its founding principles, fueling a broader national debate over the future of the American experiment.
	For conservatives, this is not merely another election issue. It is a battle over the nation's identity.
	A Generational Shift
	Recent polling has revealed a significant generational divide. While older Americans generally retain favorable views of capitalism, younger voters are
	more divided. Surveys conducted by the libertarian Cato Institute found that younger Americans express greater openness toward socialism than previous generations, and a notable minority even view communism favorably. Other national polling similarly shows ideological differences between generations, though support varies depending on how questions are phrased and what respondents understand by the terms "socialism" and "communism."
	Conservatives argue that these trends reflect a growing lack of historical understanding. Millions of Americans under the age of thirty never experienced the Cold War, never watched the Berlin Wall fall, and never lived under the constant threat of Soviet nuclear confrontation. To many younger voters, socialism is associated with expanded government services rather than with the authoritarian systems that ruled much of the twentieth century.
	Critics of socialism contend that this distinction is dangerous because economic systems and political power often become closely linked. They argue that history demonstrates how concentrated government control over the economy can also concentrate political authority.
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	The Conservative Warning
	Across conservative institutions—including policy organizations, commentators, and elected officials—a consistent message has emerged: America's greatest strength has always been individual freedom rather than centralized government.
	The Heritage Foundation recently argued that America faces challenges involving declining patriotism, weakened civic identity, and renewed ideological conflict over the nation's founding principles. Heritage scholars contend that preserving constitutional government requires strengthening civic education, national identity, and respect for America's constitutional traditions.
	Many conservatives believe that socialism fundamentally changes the relationship between citizens and government. Rather than government serving the people, they argue, socialism gradually makes citizens increasingly dependent upon government programs, regulations, and bureaucracies.
	President Donald Trump has repeatedly framed socialism and communism as incompatible with the American constitutional system, warning that expanding federal power threatens economic liberty and individual freedom. During the 2026 political debate, Republican leaders have continued emphasizing this contrast while criticizing the growing influence of democratic socialist candidates within parts of the Democratic Party.
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	Faith, Family, and Freedom
	Conservatism traditionally views economic freedom as only one pillar of American society.
	Strong families.
	Religious liberty.
	Local communities.
	Personal responsibility.
	Limited government.
	These principles are often presented together rather than separately. Recent polling also suggests that many Americans continue placing high importance on religious freedom and constitutional rights, issues that remain central to conservative political priorities. Conservatives argue that preserving these institutions reduces dependence upon centralized government by strengthening civil society itself.

	The Political Landscape
	America's ideological divide continues to widen.
	Research from Pew shows that highly engaged conservative voters increasingly describe themselves as MAGA supporter supporting smaller government, stricter immigration policies, traditional social values, and free-market economics. At the same time, progressive activists continue advocating expanded government involvement in healthcare, education, housing, labor policy, and wealth redistribution.
	This growing polarization is unlikely to disappear soon.
	Instead, it is becoming one of the defining political questions heading toward America's next generation of elections.
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	The Real Red Play Book
	For conservatives, the phrase "Red Play Book" is not merely political rhetoric. It represents a warning against expanding centralized government authority beyond constitutional limits. Critics of socialism argue that history repeatedly demonstrates how excessive government control can diminish economic freedom, weaken private enterprise, and increase political dependence on the state. Supporters of democratic socialism reject that characterization, arguing instead for stronger social safety nets within democratic institutions. The disagreement reflects fundamentally different visions of government's proper role.
	Conservatives maintain that America's success has never depended on government planning.
	It depended on free citizens. Free markets. Free speech. Private property. Religious liberty.
	And constitutional limits on government power.

	America's Choice
	As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, Americans increasingly ask whether the nation remains faithful to its founding ideals. Polling suggests many believe the country has moved away from those principles even while remaining optimistic about America's long-term future.
	That debate will shape elections. It will shape education. It will shape economic policy.
	Most importantly, it will shape the next generation of Americans. The question facing voters is larger than Democrats versus Republicans. It is whether America will continue emphasizing constitutional liberty, free enterprise, and limited government—or embrace a larger role for government in directing economic and social life. Conservatives believe the answer should remain clear. The American Dream was never built by government decree. It was built by free people pursuing opportunity under the Constitution.That, they argue, remains the strongest playbook America has ever written.
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